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July 27, 2011
Public School Choice and/or Supplemental Educational Services 

Parental Notification Letter

Dear Parent(s) or Guardian(s):

The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) requires schools to meet adequate yearly progress (AYP) goals each year in English and mathematics.  Schools that do not make AYP for two or more consecutive years in the same subject area are identified as being in School Improvement.  Adequate Yearly Progress and School Improvement status are calculated based on the Virginia Standards of Learning Assessments.  Preliminary Spring 2010-2011 AYP results indicate that Kentuck Elementary School did not achieve the annual goals set for English and mathematics.  As a result, federal No Child Left Behind Title I regulations mandate that parents be offered the option of requesting a public school choice transfer or free supplemental educational services.  
The Virginia Department of Education and the school division are working with Kentuck Elementary School to improve academic performance by assisting with the identification of areas needing improvement; providing technical assistance and resource materials; sponsoring staff development programs on use of test data, inclusion, collaboration and differentiation of instruction; and conducting monitoring and supervisory visits to help with implementation of targeted school improvement strategies.  Also, Kentuck Elementary is working diligently to improve its academic performance by providing:
1. in-school tutorial services in mathematics and reading,
2. targeted professional development activities for all teachers to improve instruction,
3. use of student/teacher immediate feedback technology, 

4. use of Smart Boards to enhance interactive learning environments, and
5. provide parent involvement activities that emphasize how student success may be achieved and give parents strategies for encouraging and supporting their children.
Parents are encouraged to participate in improving the school’s academic achievement by the following means:
1. showing interest in their children’s academic progress by visiting the school, participating in school activities, and keeping abreast of their children’s academic and social interests;
2. participating in school sponsored academic and social activities for parents and students;
3. participating in workshops to build their academic competencies and improve their parenting skills;
4. serving as members on school and district level planning committees and curricular teams;
5. serving as school volunteers and resource persons; and
6. commiting to encouraging and working with their children at home.
Under NCLB, all students enrolled in a Title I school in School Improvement have the opportunity to enroll in a school that is not designated for School Improvement.  This transfer option is known as Public School Choice.  For 2011-2012, your child may remain at Kentuck Elementary School or may transfer to another school that is not in school improvement.  Southside Elementary and Twin Springs Elementary Schools have been designated as the “choice” schools to receive students who transfer from Kentuck Elementary.  Following is information regarding the academic achievement of the three schools:
Base School


Grades
        Current AYP Status (Spring 2011 SOL results)
Kentuck Elementary

PreK-5 
        Did not make AYP in English, Did not make AYP in Mathematics
Choice Schools


Grades
        Current AYP Status (Spring 2011 SOL results)
Southside Elementary

PreK-5
        Did not make AYP in English, Made AYP in Mathematics
Twin Springs Elementary
PreK-5
        Did not make AYP in English, Made AYP in Mathematics
If you choose to transfer your child to Southside Elementary or Twin Springs Elementary for the 2011-2012 school year, complete and return the attached Public School Choice Transfer Request form.  Return the completed form to the principal’s office at Kentuck Elementary School by Friday, August 5, 2011.  The school division will respond to your request with a phone message and a written notice.  If your request is granted, your child’s transportation will be provided by the school division.  If the requests for student transfers exceed available funding and enrollment space at Southside Elementary and Twin Springs Elementary, federal guidelines require that priority be given to the lowest-achieving students from low-income families.  

Federal guidelines indicate that when a school comes out of School Improvement status, students who transferred to “choice” schools may return to the base school the next year or continue enrollment at the “choice” school.  If the student remains at the “choice” school for the next year, transportation to the “choice” school becomes the responsibility of the parents.  

Please contact Teresa Petty at one of the numbers listed at the bottom of this letter if you have questions about Public School Choice.  Ask for her at extension 5017.  

Detailed information about Supplemental Educational Services, which are free academic assistance or tutoring, will be sent to eligible students after program details have been established.  






Sincerely, 






Lillian D. Holland, PhD





Assistant Superintendent for Instruction






B. Teresa Petty,
Director of Instructional Support Programs
TELEPHONE: (434) 432-2761 (Chatham)      (434) 793-1624 (Danville)     (434) 656-6248 (Gretna)     FAX (434) 432-9560
Public School Choice Transfer Request Form
2011 – 2012
Kentuck Elementary School
I request a transfer for my child/children from Kentuck Elementary School.  I have indicated my Choice School below.

	Child’s Name (Please print)
	Grade
	Choice School

	(Example)
 Reese, Judith Margaret
	3
	Check the school of your choice.

	      Last,

First


Middle
	
	Southside
	Twin Springs

	1.
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	










(
)




Parent’s Name (print)





Area Code
Phone Number
911 (Street) Address:











P.O. Box #: 
















City & State





Zip Code        





Parent’s Signature

Please return this request form to the principal’s office at Kentuck Elementary School as soon as possible, but no later than Friday, August 5, 2011 so that transportation arrangements may be made. 
The No Child Left Behind (NCLB) guidelines listed in the enclosed correspondence will be adhered to during the implementation of Public School Choice.  Pittsylvania County Schools reserves the right to administer these actions within the guidelines of this legislation.  If you have questions, please contact B. Teresa Petty, Director of Instructional Support Programs, at the School Board Office: 
(434) 432-2761 or (434) 793-1624.  Ms. Petty’s extension is 5017.

