GRADUATE OF MERIT – 
CANDIDATE INFORMATION

Please verify and supply the following information.  If a correction is needed, please print legibly.  Thank you.

Student’s Full Name:     
____________________________________
(Please complete FULL name – first – middle - last.)

Student’s Mailing Address:
_______________________________





____________________________________

Student’s Gender:     _____

Student’s Ethnicity:     _____


Home Telephone:
     ______________

School:    ____________
Parent Information:

___________________________ 
(Please provide each parent’s name)

___________________________
Mailing information will be sent to parents at the above noted address as:

_____________________________________
(Samples:  Mr. & Mrs. John Smith, Ms. Kathy Day, Mr. Jason Day)
Check any that apply:

· I attend Governor’s School.

· I attend Pittsylvania Career & Technical Center. 
____ AM     ____ PM
· I participate in a coop program.     ____ AM     ____ PM
Future Plans:  

What college or university will you be attending or have applied for admission:










Applied      Will Attend

___________________________________________________            

(            (
___________________________________________________            

(            (
Plan of study:    ___________________________________________________________

GRADUATE OF MERIT

FINAL DEADLINES/MEETINGS for 2010 TO BE ANNOUNCED
Tentative Dates In Italic
Friday, January 15


Application Deadline
Monday, January 25

Information Meetings





8:45 a.m. – GHS






10:15 a.m. – CHS






12:00 p.m. – DRHS






1:45 p.m. – THS

Tuesday, January 26

Information Meetings – Make-Up





8:45 a.m. – THS






10:15 a.m. – DRHS






12:30 p.m. – CHS






1:45 p.m. – GHS

Friday, February 12

Pictures Due to Guidance
March 29 – April 2


Graduate of Merit Videotaping:





Detailed schedule will be sent in February.



Friday, March 12


Above & Beyond Volunteer Award/Scholarship

Application Due to Guidance

IALR Scholarship Applications Due to Guidance
· IALR – ISRR (Horticulture & Forestry)

· IALR – Robotics (Jouster)

· IALR – Polymer Science (AAPPI)

· IALR – Performance Engineering (VIPER)

· IALR – Information Technology 

April (after Spring Break)

Acceptance Letters
Parents and students will be notified of candidate’s 
acceptance as a Graduate of Merit.  Letters will be 
sent regarding recognition ceremony/dinner and 
ticket information.
Monday, April 26


Attendance Response Card deadline 

Wednesday, May 5


Tickets Issued (mailed to home address)
Thursday, May 20, 2010

Graduate of Merit Recognition Ceremony/Dinner





Averett University North Campus






6:00 p.m.

Graduate of Merit – Pictures

Submit to your guidance counselor.

Deadline:  No later than Friday, February 12


          Submit early if at all possible.

[image: image1.jpg]


Pictures are to be used in Graduate of Merit PowerPoint presentation.   Our office will scan the submitted pictures cropped and enlarged to the required high resolution needed for the PowerPoint.  Three of the pictures submitted will be merged into a collage and projected on a 12’ X 12’ screen at the recognition ceremony. 
· Minimum of 3 – Maximum of 5 pictures  (1 Senior year close-up required – formal or casual, other pictures may be senior pictures or 1-2 childhood pictures)

· Preferable Size:
8 X 10  or 5 X 7
· Close-ups preferred
· ABSOLUTELY NO WALLET PHOTOS
· ONLY Color photos
· No Matte (textured or grainy) finished pictures (gives grainy/pitted effect when scanned)

· No scanned or copied pictures  (scans of a scan looses quality)  -- Let us do the scanning so that the proper resolution is acquired.
· May submit digital in high resolution (3,000 pixels or higher -- place on CD or e-mail as an attachment to Tonda.Gregory@pcs.k12.va.us)  Will contact you if quality or output is not acceptable for use. You will then need to submit hardcopies.
· Make sure that pictures are clearly identified. (Place name on a label onto the back of photo.  Writing directly on picture with ink may smear or transfer to another picture and cause damage to pictures.)

· Pictures will be returned to the school when scanning is completed.

· Try not to use pictures that have multiple people.  If you do, please identify yourself.

· Place pictures in a secure envelop with your name and school identified on the outside.

Guidance will submit pictures to the School Board Office (to Mrs. Tonda Gregory) for scanning. Once the scanning process is completed, pictures will be returned to the Guidance Department for distribution back to the student. Every attempt is made to make sure that all pictures are treated carefully and to cause no damage.

Note:  Please notify guidance and/or this office if you are having trouble acquiring pictures.

GRADUATE OF MERIT – VIDEO

· Students will be video graphed for use at the GM recognition dinner.
· The video will present you to the audience and will acknowledge your parents, sponsor, school and accomplishments.

· Students will be transported from their base school to the School Board Office for videotaping.  

· Scheduled Dates for Videotaping:

(Dates and groupings could change. Guidance will notify you of final arrangements.).

March 29 – April 2 – Detailed schedule will be sent in February.
· Please make every effort to be present on the scheduled date.

· Close-up of each student will be recorded. (Waist up or shoulder shots)

· Dress in appropriate casual wear for the video session.  

· Make sure your shirts and blouses are neatly pressed.

· What not to wear:   
· If you have a fair complexion, do not wear solid or mostly black. 
· If you have a dark complexion, do not wear solid or mostly white.  Hard to get black/white balance on camera. 
· No shirts with inappropriate messages.  

· Ladies – please do not exhibit cleavage.
· No solid white shirts.

· No pin stripe shirts.

· Make sure your hair is in place and make-up is complete.

· Remember that minor flaws are easily detectable on a 12-ft square screen.

· All should follow a similar script – which should be 15-20 seconds in length.  Sample:

“Good evening! I am ____________ of ____ High School.  My parents are _____________. I would like to thank __________ for sponsoring me.  I have served as President of the BETA  Club, was a member of the softball and volleyball teams, will be graduating 5th in my class and will be attending ?? University.
· Students will be notified of their sponsor prior to videotaping.  Every attempt will be made by the SBO (Instructional Dept.) to complete securing sponsorships by March 5.

· If for some reason a sponsor has not been secured by videotaping day, students are to say “I would like to thank my sponsor.”

VIDEO DATA:

 My parents are:

____________________________________
Examples:

Mr. and Mrs. William Smith




William and Mary Smith




William Smith and Jill Jones




Jill Jones

Sponsor:__________________________________________________________________

If a sponsor has not been secured, students are asked to say “I would like to thank my sponsor.”

Top Four Activities, Awards, Honors:


Examples:
Served as President of Senior Class

Served as Vice-President of the Beta Club

Served as Captain of the 2004 Football Team

Will be attending the University of Virginia

Received the ________ Scholarship

Volunteered as a student missionary to Mexico

Graduated 5th in my class

Published articles in the school newspaper

“Good evening! I am _______ ________________________________ 
of _____________________________________________ High School. 
My parents are _____________________________________________. I would like to thank _____________________________________ for sponsoring me. During high school I have:

1. __________________________________________________________________________

2.  _________________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________________

4. __________________________________________________________________________

REMEMBER TO PRACTICE!  Time limitation:  15-20 seconds.
GRADUATE OF MERIT RECOGNITION 

BANQUET AND RECOGNITION CEREMONY

WHEN:  



Thursday, May 22, 2010
WHERE:  



Averett University North Campus 





(Mount Cross Road past WalMart)

TIME:



6:00 p.m.

WHO MAY ATTEND:

Graduate of Merit Recipient

2 guests (mother & father or 2 other guests such as parent & sibling, parent and grandparent, parent & friend, etc.)






Graduate of Merit Sponsor

(Tickets will be issued.  Seats will be reserved.)
SPONSORSHIP:

The PCS Instructional Department will be acquiring sponsors for students.  Sponsorship letters and forms will be sent to area businesses, organizations and churches at the end of January.  Sponsorship forms may also be secured on the internet at http://www.pcs.k12.va.us/merit/index.html#Sponsorships.
Sponsorships will be taken during the month of February and will be secured on a first come, first serve basis.  For further information, potential sponsors may contact Mrs. Tonda Gregory via e-mail at Tonda.Gregory@pcs.k12.va.us or by phone at 434-432-2761 – Ext. 5007.
GRADUATE OF MERIT AWARDS/SCHOLARSHIPS

All Graduate of Merit recipients shall receive at the recognition dinner:

· Graduate of Merit certificate (mounted in wood plaque)

· Graduate of Merit medallion (to be worn at Graduation ceremonies)

· CD of the Graduate of Merit PowerPoint (shown evening of event)

All Graduate of Merit recipients shall receive in the mail during the summer:

· 8 X 10 of the Graduate of Merit picture collage (from the PowerPoint)

· 4 X 6 picture provided by Alan Dalton Photography (in presentation folder)

· DVD of the Graduate of Merit ceremony

Community Service Scholarships – 
If funding is acquired, $100 scholarships will be awarded based on final Graduate of Merit points awarded and ranked.

Superintendent’s 212o Award
Top Graduate of Merit recipient(s) will be awarded a $500 scholarship based on Graduate of Merit points awarded and ranked.  The number awarded will be based on funding secured.
Pinnacle Award
The highest ranked Graduate of Merit recipient shall receive the top awarded of the evening. If a tie occurs between two or more recipients, only one shall be awarded the Pinnacle Award based on the following tie-breaking scores listed in priority order:

1. Overall G.P.A.

2. Attendance

3. Total Community Service Hours

SPECIAL AWARDS/SCHOLARSHIPS

Additional application process required.  Application Deadline:  March 12, 2010 
Above & Beyond Volunteer Award/Scholarship Application 
Each Above and Beyond Volunteer qualifying applicant shall receive a certificate and key chain. The two (2) top ranked qualifying applicants from each high school shall receive a $500 scholarship. 

The Institute for Advanced Learning and Research 

(Availability of scholarships offered based upon confirmation from IALR for 2010)
Each of the following Research centers shall award a $500 scholarship and plan to provide internship and mentoring opportunities to the recipient throughout his/her college tenure. 
The above noted awards and scholarships will be available if funding is secured.
Sample of Senior Year close-up – May be a formal or casual shot.  – A close-up is considered from the waist up.








