NARRATIVE OF GENERAL SERVICES

The Pittsylvania County School System recognizes that certain students have unique abilities, needs, and interests that necessitate a systematic and continuous program that provides individualized differentiated learning experiences.  A rigorous academic program is the responsibility of classroom teachers, itinerant resource teachers, administrators, and support personnel. Through staff development that emphasizes the principles and practices of a differentiated curriculum, these personnel receive the necessary training.

Each school’s building administrator and itinerant resource teacher design a program based on the particular needs of that school’s gifted population. One aspect of the program is implemented through workshops, assemblies, after-school activities, field trips, career exposure, and other activities which are funded through the gifted allocations for that school.

Itinerant resource teachers in grades K-8 utilize units in pull-out programs to meet the needs of identified gifted learners.  In addition, the itinerant resource teachers are responsible for organizing and implementing other school-wide academic programs. 

The screening and identification process of students for the gifted program is a primary responsibility of the gifted resource teacher.  Information is provided to all K-12 parents and gifted program personnel will screen any child referred.  No single criterion shall be used in determining students who qualify for or are denied access to programs for the gifted.

The Pittsylvania County School System recognizes and responds to the need for acceleration of individuals in either content area or by grade level.   Classroom teachers use cluster, heterogeneous, homogenous, and multi-age grouping and individualization to differentiate instruction in content areas. Students whose needs are best met through grade level acceleration are placed after consultation with parents, administrators, teachers, and itinerant resource teachers.

Beginning in grade four, the identified gifted population is given the opportunity to apply for summer enrichment programs offered by colleges and universities and for the Piedmont Regional Governor’s School.  Other offerings for the gifted population in selected grades at the secondary level (grades 9-12) include summer enrichment classes at a local college, summer residential Governor’s School Programs, an academic-year Governor’s School, dual enrollment, advanced/honors classes, advanced placement classes, independent studies, and a mentorship program.

The major goal of the Pittsylvania County School System is to provide instruction to all students so that they might assume a meaningful place in society.  The appropriately differentiated instruction set forth in each school’s gifted program will enable gifted students in grades K-12 to participate in society at a level commensurate with their abilities.







School Division: Pittsylvania County

REFERRAL FOR GIFTED PROGRAM

	STUDENT (First == Middle == Last)
	GRADE

	SCHOOL
	BIRTHDATE

	PARENTS OR GUARDIANS
	PHONE

	ADDRESS

	HOMEROOM TEACHER

	REFERRED BY
	DATE


CHECK THE AREA(s) OF SPECIAL ABILITIES OR TALENTS

· General Intellectual Ability

· Math

· Science

· Social Studies

· Language Arts

· Reading

Include evidence which supports the areas you have checked above. This may include anecdotal records, projects, portfolios, or any other relevant material.

School Division: Pittsylvania County

ADAPTED RENZULLI-HARTMAN SCALE 
Part I:  Learning Characteristics

	NAME
	Grade


	Date

	Age
	School
	How long have you known this student?

	
	
	

	SCALE
	A = seldom or never
	B = occasionally

	
	C = considerably
	D = almost always


	
	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	1
	Has unusually advanced vocabulary for age or grade level; uses terms in a meaningful way; has verbal behavior characterized by “richness” of expression, elaboration and fluency.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Possesses a large storehouse of information about a variety of topics (beyond the usual interests of youngsters his age).
	
	
	
	

	3
	Has quick mastery and recall of factual information.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Has rapid insight into cause-effect relationships, tries to discover the how and why of things; asks many provocative questions (as distinct from informational or factual questions); wants to know what makes things (or people) “tick.”
	
	
	
	

	5
	Is a keen and alert observer; usually “sees more” or “gets more” out of a story, film, etc. than others.
	
	
	
	

	6
	Reads or looks at books independently and regularly; does not avoid difficult material. Elementary and secondary students may show a preference for biography, autobiography, encyclopedias and atlases.
	
	
	
	

	7
	Tries to understand complicated material by separating it into its respective parts; reasons things out for himself; sees logical and common sense answers.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	


ADD COLUMN TOTAL
	
	
	
	

	
	


MULTIPLY BY WEIGHT
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	


ADD WEIGHTED COLUMN TOTALS
	+
	+
	+
	+

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	


TOTAL
	
	
	
	


Renzulli Grand Total____________



School Division: Pittsylvania County

ADAPTED RENZULLI-HARTMAN SCALE 
Part II:  Motivational Characteristics

	NAME
	Grade


	Date

	Age
	School
	How long have you known this student?

	
	
	

	SCALE
	A = seldom or never
	B = occasionally

	
	C = considerably
	D = almost always


	
	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	1
	Becomes absorbed and truly involved in certain topics or problems; is persistent in seeking task completion. (It is sometimes difficult to get him to move on to another topic.)
	
	
	
	

	2
	Takes advantage of opportunities to learn; enjoys challenges and tasks which are not routine; resists repetition and drills. 
	
	
	
	

	3
	Needs little external motivation to follow through in work that initially excites him.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Strives toward perfection; is self-critical; is not easily satisfied with his own speed or products.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Prefers to work independently; requires little direction from teachers.
	
	
	
	

	6
	Is interested in many global problems, more than usual for age level.
	
	
	
	

	7
	Often is self-assertive (sometimes even aggressive); stubborn in his beliefs.
	
	
	
	

	8
	Is quite concerned with right or wrong, good or bad; often evaluates and passes judgment on events, people and things.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	


ADD COLUMN TOTAL
	
	
	
	

	
	


MULTIPLY BY WEIGHT
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	


ADD WEIGHTED COLUMN TOTALS
	+
	+
	+
	+

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	


TOTAL
	
	
	
	








School Division: Pittsylvania County

ADAPTED RENZULLI-HARTMAN SCALE 
Part III:  Creativity Characteristics

	NAME
	Grade


	Date

	Age
	School
	How long have you known this student?

	
	
	

	SCALE
	A = seldom or never
	B = occasionally

	
	C = considerably
	D = almost always


	
	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	1
	Displays a great deal of curiosity about many things; is constantly asking questions about anything and everything.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Generates a large number of ideas or solutions to problems and questions, often offers unusual (“way out”), unique, clever responses.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Is uninhibited in expressions of opinion; is sometimes radical and spirited in disagreement; is tenacious.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Is a high-risk taker; is adventurous and speculative.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Displays a good deal of intellectual playfulness; fantasizes; imagines (“I wonder what would happen if…”); manipulates ideas (i.e. changes, elaborates upon them); is often concerned with adapting, improving and modifying institutions, objects and systems.
	
	
	
	

	6
	Displays a keen sense of humor and sees humor in situations that may not appear to be humorous to others.
	
	
	
	

	7
	Is unusually aware of his impulses and more open to the irrational in himself; shows emotional sensitivity.
	
	
	
	

	8
	Is sensitive to beauty; attends to aesthetic characteristics of things.
	
	
	
	

	9
	Nonconforming; accepts disorder; is not interested in details; is individualistic; does not fear being different.
	
	
	
	

	10
	Criticizes constructively; is unwilling to accept authoritarian pronouncements without critical examination.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	


ADD COLUMN TOTAL
	
	
	
	

	
	


MULTIPLY BY WEIGHT
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	


ADD WEIGHTED COLUMN TOTALS
	+
	+
	+
	+

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	


TOTAL
	
	
	
	








School Division: Pittsylvania County

ADAPTED RENZULLI-HARTMAN SCALE 
Part IV:  Leadership Characteristics

	NAME
	Grade


	Date

	Age
	School
	How long have you known this student?

	
	
	

	SCALE
	A = seldom or never
	B = occasionally

	
	C = considerably
	D = almost always


	
	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	1
	Carries responsibility well; can be counted on to do what he has promised and usually does it well.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Is self-confident with children his own age as well as adults; seems comfortable when asked to show his work to the class.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Seems to be well liked by his classmates.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Is cooperative with teacher and classmates; tends to avoid bickering and is generally easy to get along with.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Can express himself well; has good verbal facility and is usually well understood.
	
	
	
	

	6
	Adapts readily to new situations; is flexible in thought and action and does not seem disturbed when the normal routine is changed.
	
	
	
	

	7
	Seems to enjoy being around other people; is sociable and prefers not to be alone.
	
	
	
	

	8
	Tends to dominate others when they are around; generally directs the activity in which he is involved.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	


ADD COLUMN TOTAL
	
	
	
	

	
	


MULTIPLY BY WEIGHT
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	


ADD WEIGHTED COLUMN TOTALS
	+
	+
	+
	+

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	


TOTAL
	
	
	
	



School Division: Pittsylvania County 

Dear Parent:                                         Child's Name ____________________________

     We would like for you to complete this questionnaire in order to help us learn more about your child, so that we may plan appropriate learning experiences for him or her.  If you do not know whether your child can perform one of the specific tasks listed, please have him or her attempt it.  Your prompt reply is appreciated.

[image: image3.jpg]


Sincerely,









_______________________

KINDERGARTEN QUESTIONNAIRE

	
	Yes
	No,

not yet

	1. Is your child able to recognize his/her own name in print?
	
	

	2. Does your child remember his/her telephone number?
	
	

	3. Does your child remember his/her birth date (month and day)?
	
	

	4. Can your child solve problems that involve the addition of small numbers whose sums are between 3 and 9?  For example, if you gave your child 3 pennies and then asked how many pennies he/she would have if you gave him/her 4 more, could your child tell you that the answer would be 7 pennies?
	
	

	5. Can your child use the names of the days of the week correctly?  For example, if today were Thursday, could your child tell you that tomorrow would be Friday and that yesterday was Wednesday?
	
	

	6. Is your child able to recognize familiar words on signs, such as STOP, Food Lion, Pepsi, or EXXON?
	
	

	7. Does your child intentionally rhyme real words, such as "bee" and "tree" or "hat" and "cat"
	
	

	8. If you were to tell your child a phone number, would he/she be able to immediately repeat or dial it without an error?  (If your child is not permitted to use the telephone, could he/she simply repeat aloud the number sequence?)
	
	

	9. Has your child recited or sung from memory the complete alphabet?
	
	

	10. Does your child ever make up snatches of a song or story elaborating on new ideas or words?
	
	

	
	Yes
	No,

not yet

	11. Does your child solve problems which involve the addition of two- or three-digit numbers without carrying?  For example, could your child accurately add together numbers like 125 + 33?
	
	

	12. Does your child make up stories, rhymes, or intentional puns?
	
	

	13. Is your child able to identify at least six colors?
	
	

	14. Does your child recite nursery rhymes, such as "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star," "Hickory Dickory Dock," or other poems or prayers of similar length?
	
	

	15. Can your child recognize and identify correctly all the numerals from 1 through 9?
	
	

	16. Is your child consistently able to distinguish his/her right hand from his/her left hand? 
	
	

	17. Does your child appropriately use in conversation words that are highly abstract and/or complex, such as "faith," "sincerity," and "grief?"
	
	

	18. Is your child able to read the easiest Dr. Seuss books (Hop on Pop; One Fish, Two Fish, the "Early I can Read" series (Cat and Dog, or other simple books?  Some examples of phrases found in these books are "I can hop on top of Pop" and "Here I come."
	
	

	19. Can your child consistently recognize and name all two-digit numerals, i.e., 11 through 99?
	
	

	20. Has your child asked the meaning of abstract words that he/she has heard in conversation, such as "peace," "justice," and "infinity?"
	
	

	21. Does your child know his/her address (number and street)?
	
	

	22. Is your child able to recognize and name six of the following capital letters:  A, S, M, N, C, E, P, D?
	
	

	23. Can your child solve problems that involve simple division?  For example, is your child able to solve problems like the following without using actual objects:  "If 9 pieces of candy are divided equally among 3 children, how many pieces would each child get?"
	
	

	24. Has your child commented that two objects are similar because of their shapes?  For example, has he/she remarked that a banana is like a moon or that an orange is like a ball because they have the same shape?
	
	

	25. Is your child able to count a set of objects from a larger group?  For example, if you were to ask your child to "count out" 5 blocks from a pile of 8 or more blocks, would he/she be able to do so?
	
	

	26. Can your child solve problems that involve the subtraction of small numbers between 3 and 9?  For example, could your child solve the following type of problem without using actual objects:  "If there were 6 apples and 3 of them were eaten, how many would be left?"
	
	

	
	Yes
	No,

not yet

	27. Does your child have interests similar to older children or of adults in games and reading?
	
	

	28. Does your child stick to a project once it is started?
	
	

	29. Does your child have lots of ideas to share?
	
	

	30. Does your child want to know how and why?
	
	

	31. Does your child like to pretend?
	
	

	32. Does your child ask a lot of questions about a variety of subjects?
	
	

	33. Does your child enjoy and respond to beauty in nature?
	
	

	34. Does your child have above average coordination, agility, and ability in organized games
	
	

	35. Does your child have a wide range of interests?
	
	

	36. Does your child have advanced vocabulary, express himself/herself well?
	
	

	37. Does your child get other children to do what he/she wants?
	
	

	38. Does your child have a good sense of humor?
	
	

	39. Does your child set high standards for him/herself?
	
	

	40. Does your child like to have his/her ideas known?
	
	


List by name or describe the books your child enjoys looking at, listening to, or reading.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

List ages for the following in years and month as best you can.

First started talking_____________________ First used sentences_________________

First walked___________________________First learned to read_________________

What is your child's favorite playtime or leisure activity?

_______________________________________________________________________

What are your child's hobbies and special interest (collections, dancing, making models, 

swimming, singing, painting, cooking, crafting, drama, etc.)?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

                                   Parent/Guardian's signature______________________________ 

Date______________________________                                        







School Division: Pittsylvania County

REQUEST FOR EVALUATION FOR THE GIFTED PROGRAM

	STUDENT
	DATE

	SCHOOL

	PRESENT GRADE
	BIRTHDATE

	PARENT(S)/GUARDIANS(S)
	PHONE

	ADDRESS


	REASON FOR REFERRAL:



	Referred by:


The above named student has been referred for an individual evaluation for the Gifted Program. The evaluation may include: 

· Academic achievement test(s); classroom observation(s); cumulative record review; conferences with school personnel; and when necessary, intelligence test(s).

I understand that as parent or guardian I have the right to refuse the evaluation. The evaluation will not take place without my knowledge and written approval.

I understand that I will be informed of the results of the evaluation with full access to all scholastic records of my child for the purpose of inspection and review. I understand my right to challenge the content and accuracy of such records through a Due Process Hearing.

Should the evaluation of my child be deemed inappropriate, I understand that I may request an independent evaluation by a qualified examiner.

I hereby give my consent to have the above named child individually evaluated, and I give my permission for any school personnel having a direct interest in my child to have access to the evaluation results. It is my understanding that all written and taped materials will be maintained in a confidential file. I certify that I understand my rights and those of my child with regard to the requested evaluation.

Signature of Parent/Guardian ________________________  Date _________________

My signature certifies that as a representative of Pittsylvania County Schools I have fully and completely informed the parent(s)/guardian(s) of their rights and have obtained knowledgeable consent for this evaluation. 

Signature of School Official (Name) _____________________________    Date ______________

Title __________________________________________________________________________

Pittsylvania County Schools

P. O. Box 232, Chatham, Virginia  24531  

(434) 432-2761, 656-6248, 793-1624






Date ______________________

Dear Parents:

Your child was recently referred to the Gifted Program.  Screening and review of the results are now complete.  The identification procedure used abides by the guidelines set forth by the State Department of Education in The Virginia Plan for Gifted and it is felt that it is objective and fair.  This comprehensive evaluation includes the collection of several types of information about the students referred.  It is difficult to assess a child for such a program and we do so with the hope that the results will enable us, as educators, to better meet the needs of all of our children.

We are sure it is a pleasure for you to know that your child has qualified for this program. Should you have any questions concerning the evaluation procedure, please contact the school at your convenience.







Sincerely,







____________________________







____________________________







____________________________






____________________________







Identification/Placement Committee

Child’s Name ____________________________

Please check one:

·  I consent to placement of my child in the Gifted program.

·  I do not consent to placement of my child in the Gifted program.

Signature of Parent/Guardian _______________________   Date _________________

Please sign and date this form and return it to the school.



School Division: Pittsylvania County

STUDENT DATA SHEET FOR GIFTED

General Intellectual – Grades K-12

	STUDENT

	SCHOOL
	GRADE


	REQUIRED DATA

	Must score 60 out of a possible 90 points to be placed in the gifted program.

	SECTION I:  Intellectual Assessment Data (Ability)

	
	Check Test Used (Only 1):
( Otis Lennon
    ( Other (identify)

	
	%ile
	Check
	Points
	
	Score
	Check
	Points
	
	I.

	
	90-93
	
	12
	
	120-124
	
	12
	
	

	
	94-97
	
	14
	
	125-129
	
	14
	
	

	
	98
	
	16
	
	130-134
	
	16
	
	

	
	99
	
	18
	
	135+
	
	18
	
	

	SECTION II:  Achievement Test

	
	Check Test Used:
( PIAT    
 ( STANFORD 10  ( PSAT       ( Other (identify)

	
	READING
	
	MATH
	
	II.

	
	Score
	Check
	Points
	
	Score 
	Check
	Points
	
	

	
	90-93
	
	12
	
	90-93
	
	12
	
	

	
	94-97
	
	14
	
	94-97
	
	14
	
	

	
	98
	
	16
	
	98
	
	16
	
	

	
	99
	
	18
	
	99
	
	18
	
	

	SECTION III:  Performance Data (Grade Point Average or Parent Questionnaire for Kindergarten)

	
	GPA
	Check
	Points
	Performance data for first grade students will be based on an average of six weeks grades.
	K Parent Questionnaire
	Check
	Points
	III.

	
	2.0-2.9
	
	12
	
	7-16
	
	12
	

	
	3.0-3.599
	
	14
	A = 4 pts.
	17-24
	
	14
	

	
	3.6-3.9
	
	16
	B = 3 pts.
	25-32
	
	16
	

	
	4.0
	
	18
	C = 2 pts.
	33-40
	
	18
	

	SECTION IV:  Recommendation (Adapted Renzulli-Hartman Scales)

	
	Adaptation of R-H Scale
	Check
	Points
	
	IV.

	
	90-99
	
	12
	
	

	
	100-109
	
	14
	
	

	
	110-119
	
	16
	
	

	
	120+
	
	18
	
	

	

	
	Qualifies for Gifted Program
	
	
	TOTAL POINTS EARNED 
	

	
	Does Not Qualify for Gifted Program
	
	
	Date:
	
	








School Division: Pittsylvania County

Identification/Placement Summary

	STUDENT
	
	
	DATE

	PRESENT GRADE
	SEX
	RACE
	BIRTHDATE

	PARENTS
	
	
	PHONE

	ADDRESS
	
	
	


	AREA OF GIFTEDNESS (Check the appropriate area)

	
	General Intellectual Ability
	
	

	
	
	
	

	1
	Intellectual Assessment Data
	
	Points

	2
	Achievement Test Data
	
	

	3
	Performance Data
	
	

	4
	Recommendation:  School Personnel (Renzulli-Hartman Scales)
	
	

	5
	A.  Must score 60 out of a possible 90 points (K-12)
	
	Total


	SCHOOL IDENTIFICATION COMMITTEE RECORD

	1
	Request for Evaluation Sent
	
	Date

	2
	Consideration for Gifted Program ______________ School Year
	Date

	
	Student Qualifies                            (          ) Yes          (           ) No

	
	MEMBERS’ SIGNATURE
	
	

	
	
	
	

	3
	Parents Notified of Identification/Placement Committee Decision
	Date

	4
	Permission Obtained for Placement
	Date

	5
	Letter of Non-Placement Returned
	Date


           Pittsylvania County Schools

P. O. Box 232, Chatham, Virginia  24531  

(434) 432-2761, 656-6248, 793-1624






Date ______________________

Dear Parents:

Your child was recently referred to the Gifted Program.  Screening and review of the results are now complete.  The identification procedure used abides by the guidelines set forth by the State Department of Education in The Virginia Plan for Gifted and it is felt that it is objective and fair.  This comprehensive evaluation includes the collection of several types of information about the students referred.  It is difficult to assess a child for such a program and we do so with the hope that the results will enable us, as educators, to better meet the needs of all of our children.

We are sure it is a pleasure for you to know that your child has qualified for this program. Should you have any questions concerning the evaluation procedure, please contact the school at your convenience.







Sincerely,







____________________________






____________________________







____________________________
     





____________________________







Identification/Placement Committee

Child’s Name ____________________________

Please check one:

·  I consent to placement of my child in the Gifted program.

·  I do not consent to placement of my child in the Gifted program.

Signature of Parent/Guardian _______________________   Date _________________

Please sign and date this form and return it to the school.


Pittsylvania County Schools

P. O. Box 232, Chatham, Virginia  24531  

(434) 432-2761, 656-6248, 793-1624







Date ______________________

Dear Parents:

Your child was recently referred to the Gifted Program.  Screening and review of the results are now complete.  The identification procedure used abides by the guidelines set forth by the State Department of Education in The Virginia Plan for Gifted and it is felt that it is objective and fair.  This comprehensive evaluation includes the collection of several types of information about the students referred.  It is difficult to assess a child for such a program and we do so with the hope that the results will enable us, as educators, to better meet the needs of all of our children. At this time your child did not qualify for placement.

Should you have questions regarding these identification procedures, please contact the principal of the school your child attends.  In the event you disagree with the evaluation obtained by the Pittsylvania County School System, you may obtain an independent educational evaluation which will be used to reconsider placement. This request to appeal should be made within 30 calendar days of notification of the placement decision to the Superintendent of Pittsylvania County Schools.







Sincerely,







_________________________________







_________________________________







_________________________________







_________________________________







Identification/Placement Committee

Child’s Name ____________________________

I have received the evaluation results for my child.  I understand that at this time my child does not qualify for placement in the gifted program.

Signature of Parent/Guardian _______________________   Date _________________

Please sign and date this form and return it to the school.

Change in Placement Request Form

Student’s Name______________________ Date______________

Grade_____________     School____________________________

The Local Plan for the Education of the Gifted states that an EXIT POLICY exists for those students whose parents/teacher(s) wish to initiate a change of placement.

Voluntary changes in placement are handled on an individual basis.  Parents wishing to have their children exited from the program will submit a written request explaining the circumstances and the rationale for change of placement request.

Please list specific reasons for a change in placement.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent’s Signature  _________________________________________________
Teachers’ Signatures________________________________________________
                         ____________________________________________________
                         ____________________________________________________

                         ____________________________________________________
Pittsylvania County Schools

P. O. Box 232, Chatham, Virginia  24531  

(434) 432-2761, 656-6248, 793-1624







Date ______________________

Dear Parents:

The “Procedures for Exit” as outlined in the “Local Plan For The Education of the Gifted” for Pittsylvania County Schools have been completed for your child.  The Identification/Placement Committee recommends that your child:

_____ remain in the gifted program

_____ exit from the gifted program

Should you have questions regarding these procedures, please contact the principal of the school your child attends.  In the event you disagree with the recommendation of the School’s Identification/Placement Committee, you may request to appeal.  The request should be made within 30 calendar days of notification of the committee’s decision to the Superintendent of Pittsylvania County Schools.  


Sincerely,


___________________________________


___________________________________


___________________________________


___________________________________


Identification/Placement Committee

Child’s Name_______________________________

I have received the “Procedures For Exit” results for my child.  I understand that at this time my child will:



_____ remain in the program



_____ exit from the program

Signature of Parent/Guardian__________________________  Date________________

Please sign and date this form and return it to the school.

APPEALS PROCESS DOCUMENT

Student’s Name_____________________________      Date ________________

School______________________________________  Grade ________________

Name of Person Filing Appeal ___________________________________________

Relationship to Student _________________________________________________

Please list reasons for the appeal and any specific area that you question.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

Signature _____________________
Mail to:  Assistant Superintendent for Instruction


Pittsylvania County Schools




P.O. Box 232

Chatham, VA  24531

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEDULE
2005 - 2006

Pittsylvania County Summer Institute



      July 2005

Pittsylvania County’s Preschool Workshop


       August 2005

Individual School Workshops




       First Semester 2005

National Association for Gifted



       November 2005

State Conference VA Association for the Gifted

        November 2005

Children’s Engineering Conference



        February 2006

Classes for Gifted Certification at Averett


       September 2005 – May 2006










I-209/05-06

TO:

Gifted Advisory Council 

FROM:
Mark R. Jones, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction



Avery S. Wyatt, Chairman

SUBJECT:
Advisory Council for Gifted Education Meeting

DATE:

March 31, 2006

The final meeting of the Advisory Council for Gifted Education for 2005-06 will be held on Monday, April 10, 2006.  The meeting will be held in the Boardroom at the School Board Office in Chatham. The group will meet at 2:30 p.m. 

The agenda will include:

· Update on Summer Residential, year-round academic, DCC Summer Enrichment (Mrs. Watson)

· PRGS Update for 2006 (Mrs. Wyatt)

· New Gifted Plan

· Questions/Concerns

If you will be unable to attend the April meeting, please contact Tonda Brown as soon as possible.  You may reach Ms. Brown at one of the numbers listed below (extension 3123) or by e-mail at tonda.brown@pcs.k12.va.us. 

Should you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

MRJ:tfb

c:  James E. McDaniel

     Gifted Resource Teachers

OPTIONS AVAILABLE FOR GIFTED STUDENTS
IN

GRADES 8 - 12

· Danville Community College Summer Enrichment Classes (grades 8-10):  application/acceptance necessary for participation, one (1) semester hour college credit earned
· Advanced Placement Classes (grades 11-12):  courses offered at the base high school in sciences, math and social studies
· Honors Classes (grades 9-12):  courses offered at the base high school in English, sciences, math, social studies, foreign languages and technology
· Accelerated Classes (grade 8):  courses offered at the middle school in foreign languages and math
· Dual Enrollment (grades 11-12):  courses offered at the base school that result in college credit through Danville Community College in foreign languages and math.

· Piedmont Governor’s School For Math, Science and Technology (grades 11-12):  application/acceptance necessary for participation, two (2) year course of study offered for half day during academic school year at the Institute For Advanced Learning and Research results in 40 college credit hours earned

· Residential Governor’s School/Foreign Language Academies/Residential Mentorships (grades 10-11):  application/acceptance necessary for participation in these state summer residential programs

· Independent Study or Mentorship (grades 11-12):  application/acceptance necessary for participation, one (1) hour of elective credit earned through base high school

· ACE or SCAEL(academic competition teams for grades 9-12):  try-outs necessary at each base high school
[image: image1.jpg]Bloom’s

(Arrangément of levels of thinking)

5. EVALUATION select

judge
No right or wrong answers pecom-
mend
~ tell why
/ ‘ reasons
4. SYNTHESIS PfediCt
invent
create
make up
new ideas

3. ANALYSIS  |compare

arrange
contrast

Right and wrong answers )
- summarize

2. using what you know
APPLICATION | hole idea

How
does this
affect
you?

" How does this

apply?

Taxonomy

5. CHARACTERIZATION

4. ORGANIZATION

What value is .

there?

3. VALUING

What was best?  |2.

RESPONDING

What did you | .

1. who
RECALL mie | think? RECEIVING
when = ' : .
COGNITIVE "~ THINKING SKILLS AFFECTIVE




[image: image2.jpg]Principles of Differentiation

Pittsylvania County has adopted the following principles as a basis for the curriculum
for gifted students. < '

1. Present content that is related to broad-based issues, themes, or problems.
2. Integrate multiple disciplines into the area of study.

3. Present comprehensive, related, and mutually reinforcing experiences within an area of
study.

4. Allow for the in-depth learning of a self-selected topic within the area of study.
5. Develop independent or self-directed study skills. '
6. Develop productive, complex, abstract, and/or higher level thinking skills.
~ 7. Focus on open-ended task. '
8. Develop research skills and methods.
9. Integrate basic skills and high level thinking skills into the curriculum. :
10. Encourage the development of products that challenge existing ideas and produce "new"
ideas. ‘ ‘ ‘
11. Encourage the development of products that use new techniques, materials, and forms.
12. Encourage the development of self-understanding, i.e., recognizing and using one’s
abilities, becoming self-directed, appreciating likenesses and differences between oneself
and others. S e '
13. Evaluate student outcomes by using appropriate and specific criteria through
self-appraisal, criterion referenced and/or standardized instruments.

National/State Leadership Training Institute on the Gifted and the Talented Curriculum
Committee (1979): James J. Callagher, Sandra N. Kaplan, A. Harry Passow, Joseph S.
Renzulli, Irving S. Sato, Dorothy A. Sisk, and Janice Wickless, .





Please sign and date this form and return it to the school.
PARENT QUESTIONNAIRE
SCHOOL___________________________________ CHILD’S GRADE______










               current year

We have prepared the following list of questions to aid us in the evaluation of the Pittsylvania County Schools Gifted Program.  Please take a few minutes to fill out this form and have your child return it to ____________________ by ___________.

DIRECTIONS:  For each question, please circle the number that corresponds with your response.

KEY:  
  5 = Great Deal;  4 = Frequently;  3 = Occasionally;  2 = Seldom;  1 = Never

	5     4      3       2       1
	1.  To what degree do you perceive the school division’s gifted program is           beneficial for your child?

	5     4      3      2       1
	2    To what degree do you perceive the program meets your child’s social needs for interaction with children of similar ability?

	5     4      3      2       1
	3.   To what degree do you think your child gained additional knowledge by   participating in the program?

	5     4      3      2       1
	4.  To what degree do you think your child has developed new/further interests as a result of the program?

	5     4     3      2        1
	5.  To what degree do you perceive the program maintains your child’s interest?

	5     4     3      2        1
	6.  To what degree does your child share information about the program with you?


7. 
What do you perceive to be the strengths of the program?

8.     What do you perceive to be the weaknesses of the program?

9.     What suggestions do you have for improving the program?
 10.       Additional comments:

TEACHER QUESTIONNAIRE

School ____________________________        Current Year ______________

Grade/Subject ______________________



Please circle the appropriate response according to the scale below.


1 =
strong evidence of this criterion



2 =
some evidence of this criterion



3 =
little evidence of this criterion



4 =
no evidence of this criterion

	
	CRITERIA

	1
	2
	3
	4
	1.  Do you provide an environment in which gifted students are encouraged to experiment, to think and to excel in a challenging setting?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	2.  Do you use instructional methods in the classroom which are appropriate for meeting stated curriculum goals for gifted students?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	3.  Do you constructively incorporate individual interests of gifted students within classroom activities or as the focus of individual work?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	4.  Do you differentiate instruction for gifted students?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5.  Do you use innovative approaches to teach class content and gifted students?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	6.  Do you provide hands-on-activities for gifted students?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	7.  Do you allow opportunities for applying course content through student products?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	8.  Do you use community personnel as resources?



APPENDIX A

STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE

School ______________________________        
Current Year __________________
Grade  _______________               
DIRECTIONS:  For each question, please circle the number that corresponds with your response.

KEY:  5 = Great Deal;   4 = Frequently;   3 = Occasionally;   2 = Seldom;   1 = Never

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	1.  To what degree do you find that the gifted program meets your intellectual needs? (It makes you think, analyze and do research.)

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	2.  To what degree does this program maintain your interest?

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	3.  To what degree do you have the opportunity to actively participate during gifted program activities?

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	4.  To what degree are activities and assignments in this classroom different from the activities and assignments you usually have in your regular classroom?

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	5.  To what degree do you have the opportunity to apply what you learned in this program?

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	6.  To what degree do you have the opportunity for interaction with your peers?


7. Which activity did you enjoy the most in the gifted program this year?
8. Which activity did you enjoy the least in the gifted program this year?

9. What do you think are the strengths of the gifted program?

10. What do you think are the weaknesses of the gifted program?
11. What suggestions do you have for improving the gifted program?
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