Skills
Geography
Exploration to Revolution: Pre-Columbian Times to the 1770s
Revolution and the New Nation: 1770s to the Early 1800s
Expansion and Reform: 1801 to 1861


Civil War and Reconstruction: 1860s to 1877

SOL USI.7 b (formerly Sol 5.4 b,c ; 5.5 a,b)

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the challenges faced by the new nation by identifying the basic principles of the new government established by the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights.



The student will:

1. Define key terms: constitution, federalism, legislative, judicial, and executive.

2. Differentiate the levels of government: local, state, and national.

3. Identify the United States Constitution.

4. Discuss the conflicts that influenced the framing of the Constitution.

5. Discuss key persons and events of the Constitutional Convention.

6. List the basic principles of government as stated in the U.S. Constitution (the separation of powers and checks and balances).

7. Explain the purpose of each branch of government.

8. Describe how the system of checks and balances works.

9. Identify the Bill of Rights.

10. Explain why the Bill of Rights was added to the U.S. Constitution.

11. Explain the basic freedoms stated in the Bill of Rights.

12. Analyze how the principles stated in the Bill of Rights relate to present-day events.


G
R

A

D

E

5

Instructional Strategies/Activities

· Ongoing word bank

· Newspaper activity to find articles for the three levels of government

· Role play the events of the constitutional convention

· Debate the major plans (Virginia Plan, New Jersey Plan)

· Re-write the preamble

· Create silhouettes which were popular in the 1700s

· Field trip to a government building (courthouse, town hall)

· Mobile of the branches of government

· Role play a session of congress

· Write editorial defending or opposing the ratification of the U.S. Constitution
· Recite the Bill of Rights
· Find newspaper article and tell which right is being supported

· Tell which amendment has the most effect on your life (report)

· Recite the Preamble




Resources

· TRG p.26-27

· Copy of the U.S. Constitution (textbook p.616-635)

· Super Social Studies –Scholastic p.55

· Teacher Created Materials #582 - U.S. Constitution p.22-29

· TCM – U.S. Constitution p.33-35

· Ideas In Bloom – J. Weston Walch p.21

· Mark Twain Publishers -  Understanding the U.S. Constitution p.50-57

· Text p.627-628

·  Mailbox Lifesaver Lessons - Grade 5 – p.55-58
Assessments
· Vocabulary quiz

· Collectioin of newspaper articles

· Teacher observation

· Preamble Recitation

· Final product

· Teacher-made test

· Report




