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FOREWORD 
 

TO THE STUDENTS OF CHATHAM HIGH SCHOOL 
 

This handbook has been prepared for you as a reference.  Included is basic information that you will 
need to know in order to be successful at Chatham High School.  At times, if the necessity arises, 
additions or changes may be made to the information contained in this handbook.  It is of vital 
importance that you make yourself aware of the information found within these pages.  With everyone 
working together, we can make the 2008-2009 school year one of the most memorable and enjoyable 
years yet at Chatham High School.   
 
School Colors - Red and Black (with White as a highlight) 
 
School Nickname - The Cavaliers 
 
School Song:       School Address: 
High school days have gone before us,   Chatham High School 
Soon, the course we’ve run,     100 Cavalier Circle 
But while we live, we’ll love and cherish   Chatham, Virginia 24531 
Friendships we’ve begun. 
 
Our class ties can ne’er be broken;    Phone Numbers: 
They can never die;      432-8305 
Far surpassing words unspoken;    432-8073 
Sealed by friendship’s tie.     432-2643 
 
Chorus:       Fax Number: 
Alma Mater, dearest Mother     432-8351 
Mem’ries on each heart 
Shall be found strong and true 
When we from you part. 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Chatham High School will serve our community and guide our students by maintaining a positive 
learning environment, providing leadership, and instituting programs and activities which promote the 
students’ personal, academic, and career successes. 
 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
In order to achieve our mission, teachers, students, and parents will promote collaboration; develop 
positive character traits; instill a life-long love of learning; teach practical knowledge, oral and written 
communication techniques, and critical thinking skills; provide a safe, academically challenging 
educational environment; recognize individual differences; maintain standards of equity; and ensure 
maximum learning opportunities. 
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BELL SCHEDULE 
 

First Bell   8:19 
 

BLOCK 1   8:25 - 9:53 
Warning Bell   8:23 
Tardy Bell   8:25 

 
BLOCK 2   9:59 - 11:27 

Warning Bell   9:57 
Tardy Bell   9:59 

 
LUNCH A (students in Block 3A) 11:27 - 11:57 

 
BLOCK 3C   11:33 – 1:01 

Warning Bell   11:31 
Tardy Bell   11:33 

 
BLOCK 3 (Split—Eat Lunch B) 11:33 – 12:15  

             12:45 – 1:31 
 

LUNCH B  12:15 - 12:45 
 

BLOCK 3A   12:03 - 1:31 
Warning Bell   12:01 
Tardy Bell   12:03 

 
LUNCH C (students in Block 3C) 1:01 - 1:31 

 
BLOCK 4   1:37 – 3:05 

Warning Bell   1:35 
Tardy Bell   1:37 

 
FIRST BUS DISMISSAL  3:01 

 
SECOND BUS AND STUDENT DRIVERS DISMISSAL  3:05 
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CHATHAM HIGH SCHOOL 
FACULTY AND STAFF 

 
ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. Randy Foster, Principal 
Mrs. Angela Rigney, Assistant Principal 

Mr. Nathan Lumpkins, Assistant Principal/Athletic Director 
 

FACULTY       
Mr. Larry Aaron 
Mr. Blaine Adams  
Mr. Chad Anderson             
Mr. Brandon Barts 
Ms. Lauren Bishop     
Mrs. Annastasia Broomell 
Mr. Michael Brown 
Mr. Thomas Brown    
Ms. Annie E. Carter 
Mr. Bob Carter 
Ms. Stefanie Clayton 
Mrs. Karen Conner     
Ms. Carissa Crowe    
Mr. Malon Dalton     
Mrs. Iris F. Dance 
Mrs. Bonnie Dawson 
Mrs. Brandy Durham 
Mrs. Andrea Emerson 
Mr. Trip Emerson 
Mr. Whitt Farr 
Mrs. Virginia Farthing 
Ms. Kim Ferrell      
Mr. Ronald P. Francis 
Ms. Jeanne Giles    
Capt. Roderick Henderson 
Mr. Kyle Hoehne 
Mr. Jason Ince 
Ms. Adrienne Jones 
Mrs. Tanya Jones 
Mrs. Christy Lipscomb 
Mrs. Angela Mayhew 
Mrs. Cynthia Mills 
Mr. Charles Minter 
Ms. Stephanie O’ Brien 
Mrs. Janice Overbey 
Mrs. Andrea Penn 
Mrs. Shannon Powers 
Ms. Faye Quarles 
Mrs. Cynthia J. Raper 
Ms. Allison Revis 
Mr. Daniel Rogers 
Mr. Wayne Smith 
Mr. Daniel Tittiris 
Mrs. Shannon Turner 
Mrs. Sandra T. Vaden 
Sgt. Dwayne Waddey 

Mrs. Melanie Wade 
Mr. Henry Walker 
Mr. Matthew Weatherford 
Mr. William D. Webb 
 
GUIDANCE 
Mr. Neil Clarridge 
Ms. Jessica Edwards 
Mr. Donald A. Yard 
 
TEACHER ASSISTANTS 
Mrs. Martha Adams 
Mrs. Brenda Carter 
Mrs. Laverne H. Greene 
Mrs. Katie Hall 
Ms. Peggy Huff 
Mrs. Dionne McGhee 
Mrs. Marian W. Motley 
Ms. Billie Nuckles 
Ms. Patricia Thompson 
Ms. Renae D. Waller 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS 
Ms. Frances B. Jones 
Mrs. Gloria Lanier 
 
CUSTODIANS 
Mr. Darryl Jones 
Mr. Daniel Price 
Mrs. Glenda J. Smithson 
Mr. Jayvester Stephens 
 
CAFETERIA 
Mrs. Mable Davis 
Mrs. Peggy S. Newby 
Ms. Alice Mullins 
Ms. Lisa Powell 
Ms. Lori Scolpini, Manager 
Ms. Dorothy Trent 
 
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER 
Deputy Tim West 
 
SCHOOL NURSE 
Mrs. Nancy Bricker 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 
STUDENT COUNCIL ASSOCIATION 

OF 
CHATHAM HIGH SCHOOL 

 
NAME: 
The name of the organization shall be the Student Council Association of Chatham High School.  It 
shall consist of eight officers, two faculty advisors, and the administration. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 

1. To allow students to participate in or to assist in managing extra-curricular                                    
affairs. 

2. To develop student responsibility, initiative, leadership and school pride. 
3. To promote the welfare of the school through proper student-faculty                                      

relationships. 
4. To promote a better relationship between the school and the public. 
5. To provide student leadership in the promotion/evaluation of school related         

policies and procedures through the administration. 
6. To provide for appropriate student expression. 
7. To furnish a working model of democratic government. 

 
Specific information on the procedures, practices, and functions of the SCA may be obtained from the 
advisors in charge. 
 

2008-2009 SCA Officers 
 

President – Danielle Beauvais 
Vice President – Paige Aaron 
Secretary – Katelyn Dockery 

Publications Coordinator – Brooke Powell 
 

Principal’s Advisory Council 
Tiara Jones 

Christal Price 
Olivia Pruitt 

Marissa Thompson 
 

Faculty Advisors 
Kim Ferrell 

Allison Revis 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
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Announcements and Bulletins: 
1. Announcements will be made over the intercom system during the homeroom period. 
2. Students are expected to be quiet during the announcements. 
3. Students will observe the moment of silence in a quiet and appropriate manner and will stand 

during the pledge of allegiance in a respectful manner. 
4. Posters or announcements need the approval of a sponsor and an administrator before being 

placed in the building or being read on the intercom. 
5. Students will not be allowed to request announcements to be made over the intercom. 

 
Athlete of the Week/Year – Each week, coaches who are currently in season may nominate one of their 
team members as Athlete of the Week.  At the end of the year, a male and female Athlete of the Year will 
be selected by a vote of all varsity coaches.  The Athletes of the Year must play two or more varsity 
sports.   
 
Before School Expectations – Students who arrive at school prior to 8 a.m. must enter the front doors 
only and must remain in the lobby until the 8 a.m. bell rings.  Students eating breakfast may go to the 
cafeteria.  If a student has a meeting or is making up work, he/she may be in other areas of the building 
provided that he/she is accompanied by a teacher or other faculty/staff member.  Students are not to go 
to their lockers before 8 a.m. even if their lockers are near the office. 
 
Book Bags and Backpacks – Due to concerns about safety, any book bags or backpacks used at 
Chatham High School must be either the see-through variety or the mesh variety.  Other book bags may 
only be used to transport books to and from school and will not be allowed in the classrooms.  Larger-
than-normal pocketbooks must also be left in the locker. 
 
Breakfast - Breakfast will be served from 7:50 a.m. to 8:20 a.m. daily.  Students who wish to buy 
breakfast are requested to enter the cafeteria as soon as they arrive at school.  To keep the building 
clean, food and beverages purchased in the cafeteria are to be consumed in the cafeteria.  Any student 
who is late to class due to breakfast will receive an unexcused tardy.  Sodas are not allowed in the 
cafeteria during breakfast or lunch. 
 
Broken Equipment - Any student responsible for breaking or damaging school property/equipment 
should report the damage to an administrator immediately and will be required to reimburse the school 
for any repair or replacement costs. 
 
Cafeteria Rules - Students at Chatham High School are expected to conduct themselves in a respectful 
manner in the cafeteria.  Students are expected to return their lunch trays, clean up after themselves, and 
throw away their trash.  Students must remain in the cafeteria during lunch unless they have permission 
to use the restroom, etc.  Students who violate cafeteria rules will be subject to disciplinary action.  No 
sodas are allowed in the cafeteria during lunch or breakfast.  Food from outside restaurants is also 
prohibited in school during the lunch periods and during all other times. 
 
 
 
 
Class Dues – All students must pay class dues as follows: 
  Freshmen – $10  Sophomores – $10 Juniors – $10  Seniors – $10 
 If dues are not paid, the student will not be in good standing with Chatham High School (see 
Indebtedness). 
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Club Meetings - Club meetings will be held before school or after school.  Club meetings must be 
approved in advance by the principal, and the club meeting date, time and location should be placed on 
the school’s monthly activity calendar. 
 The following clubs/organizations are offered at Chatham High School: 

Senior BETA Club – The CHS Senior Beta Club, which is affiliated with the national Senior 
Beta Club, is comprised of students who maintain a 3.2 GPA.  The club focuses on leadership, 
character, service, and scholarship.  Members are 10th-12th graders who are chosen by invitation 
only. 
ACE Team (Academic Competition for Excellence) — The team is open to students in grades 
9-12 who have a 3.2 grade point average or higher.  See Mrs. Dance or Mrs. Conner for more 
information. 
Bible Club—The Bible Club meets each Wednesday at 7:50 a.m. in Mrs. Wade’s classroom (S-
5).  Membership is open to all interested students.  There are no dues or fees. 
Book Club – Members of the CHS Book Club have an affinity for reading books and a desire to 
meet with others in a casual atmosphere.  Membership is open at the beginning of the school 
year and is open to all students, faculty, and staff.  There are no dues or fees.  See Mrs. Broomell 
for more information. 
DECA – This is a co-curricular student organization designed to complement, supplement, and 
strengthen the marketing education curriculum and instructional program.  Through participation 
in local, state, and national activities, DECA members develop a better understanding of the 
business world, become conscious of their civic obligations, and develop social poise and 
leadership ability.  The DECA program of work includes activities related to class work and 
participation in community projects, district meetings, and competitive events. 
Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America – This is a community service 
organization with 220,000 members worldwide. All girls and boys who have been or who are 
currently enrolled in any Family Life class are eligible to join. There are state and national 
conventions.  Officers are elected in the fall. 
FFA – This co-curricular organization is for students who are currently enrolled in an agriculture 
class or who were in FFA last year.  The FFA allows students to practice skills learned in the 
classroom through career development events. The National FFA Organization is dedicated to 
making a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier 
leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education. 
Future Business Leaders of America – FBLA is an organization that promotes leadership 
development for students who are preparing for careers in business.  Membership is open to any 
student who is enrolled in one or more business subjects during the membership year.  
Membership affiliates the student with local, regional, state, and national organizations.  
Members who want to compete in academic categories may start at the local level and advance 
to nationals if scores are adequate.  Annual Membership dues are $10. 
 
 
Interact Club — The Interact Club is an international service organization sponsored by the 
Chatham Rotary Club.  Membership is open to all students who are willing to participate in 
service projects which benefit the community, the school, and the Rotary Club.  Annual dues are 
$8. 
Science and Engineering Club—This club is open to all students who maintain a C average 
overall and a B average in their science courses.   Field trips emphasize science and/or 
engineering events and sites.  Past trips include the Air Show at Langley Air Force Base, the 
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NASA Langley Research Center, the Georgia Aquarium,  the Moorefield Mineral Mine, the 
Luray Caverns, and the Danville Science Center.  The Club maintains the Nature Trail and 
Outdoor Classroom at CHS and sponsors plastic bottle recycling and Earth Day events.   Officers 
are President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  Officers are elected by club members.  
Officers are required to maintain good grades, be in good standing with the school, and have 
time available to attend activities and fulfill responsibilities.  
Student Council Association – The SCA acts as a liaison between the student body and the 
administration while promoting good character, integrity, and social responsibility among 
students.  The SCA officers are seniors who are elected by the student body.  Homeroom 
representatives are elected by their classmates.  The SCA sponsors/coordinates many events 
including Homecoming, Homecoming spirit competition, Miss CHS Pageant, Tough Turkey 
Contest, and Prom Promise.  

   
Computers - Computers, like other school equipment, should not be abused and should be handled with 
care.  Under no circumstances should a student load any software on the hard drive of a Chatham High 
School computer.  Likewise, no student should erase any software from the hard drive of any school 
computer.  Students violating this policy will be subject to disciplinary action.  Students may only go to 
approved internet sites on the computer.  Accessing inappropriate materials will be cause for suspension. 
 
Deliveries - When flowers or gifts are delivered to students at Chatham High School, they will remain 
in the office until the end of the day.  For this reason, it is suggested that such items not be sent to the 
school.  Glass containers and balloons are prohibited on the school buses. 
 
Distribution of Non-School Related Materials – Non-school related materials may not be distributed 
in school or on school grounds without the direct approval of the principal.  This includes but is not 
limited to items such as fliers, posters and other printed materials, fundraising items (candy, etc.), and/or 
any other non-school related materials regardless of whether or not they are being distributed for profit. 
 
Events and Functions - The teacher or sponsor of any club, organization or class wishing to sponsor an 
activity or event must present a written request four weeks in advance of the event to the principal.  The 
request may need to be approved by the Pittsylvania County School Board. 
 
Fees  - The following fees have been approved by the Pittsylvania County School Board:  Science Lab 
Fee ($5); Cortez Math Lab Fee ($5); Agriculture Supplies Fee ($10); Art Supplies Fee ($10); Business 
Supplies Fee ($8); PT I and/or PT II Supplies Fee ($10); Technology Supplies Fee ($10); CTE Classes 
Supplies Fee ($10); Work and Family Studies Supplies Fee ($10); Band Uniform/Sheet Music 
Maintenance Fee ($10);  Chorus Robes/Sheet Music Maintenance Fee ($5); and Graphing Calculator 
Fee ($2). 
 
 
Fire Drills - Fire drills are held periodically throughout the year.  Students should obey the following 
procedures: 

1. In the event of a fire alarm, all persons must exit the building whether it is before school, 
after school, during lunch, or during a class change. 

2. The classroom windows should be shut, the classroom doors should be shut but not locked, 
and the lights should be turned off.  Pocketbooks and other valuables should not be left in the 
room. 
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3. Students should exit the building quietly and in single file. Students should be careful to 
listen for further instructions. 

4. Students should stay with their teachers; roll will be called once all persons have exited the 
building. 

5. For Emergency Drills, the teacher will lead his/her class to the designated spot in the 
bleachers.  Students should walk to the designated area while staying as far away from the 
building as possible.  Roll will be called once all students are seated in the bleachers.  
Students should not leave their class to sit with their friends. 

6. Students are not to leave school grounds for any reason during fire drills or bomb threats 
without permission from a parent and from an administrator.  Students are not to go to their 
vehicles during such drills.  The school phone will not be answered during the drills.   

7. Students must never re-enter the building during a drill until they are told to do so by the 
administration. 

8. Failure to obey any/all of these rules will result in disciplinary action being taken against the 
offender.  Reminder:  It is a criminal offense to pull a fire alarm or call in a bomb threat; 
anyone caught doing so will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law and will be 
recommended for long-term suspension or expulsion. 

 
Food and Drinks in the Classroom – The only food that is allowed in the classrooms is food that is 
purchased from the teacher as part of the school’s fundraiser.  Teachers may sell food at the beginning 
or end of class at their discretion.  Students may only bring drinks to class if the teacher approves.  All 
drinks in the classroom must be purchased at the school and must have a screw-on top.  Students may 
not leave the classroom to purchase drinks after class begins.  Drinks are not allowed in computer labs. 
 
Free/Reduced Lunch – A student may wish to apply for free or reduced lunch.  This can be done by 
picking up a form from the main office.  The form must be completely filled out and returned to the 
school.   
 
Grade Placement – The following unit requirements shall be used to determine grade placement: 
 Ninth Grade – Shall have satisfactorily been promoted to Grade 9. 
 Tenth Grade – Shall have satisfactorily completed 7 units of credit plus 1 verified credit. 
 Eleventh Grade – Shall have satisfactorily completed 14 units of credit plus 3 verified credits. 

Twelfth Grade – Shall have satisfactorily completed 19 units of credit plus 5 verified credits and 
be eligible for graduation at the conclusion of the current session. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Guidance Office – Students may seek guidance office services before or after school without 
appointment (provided the desired counselor is available).  Students may not go to the guidance office 
during the regular school hours of 8:20 a.m. – 3:05 p.m., however, without having made an appointment.  
After informing the counselor that an appointment is desired, the student must then wait to be called to 
the guidance office by their counselor.  In the case of an emergency, the student must still get 
permission from his/her teacher before reporting to the guidance office.  No student should be in 
guidance without the knowledge of his/her teacher.  Failure to notify the teacher is grounds for 
disciplinary action. 
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Hall Passes - Students must carry a pass issued by a teacher when they are excused during class time.  
Hall passes will be issued for emergencies or instructional purposes only.  Students are not permitted to 
visit students in other classes, nor are they permitted to get students out of class, unless they have an 
official pass from guidance or the administrative office.  Any student found in the hall without a pass, or 
a student found abusing his hall pass privilege, will be referred to the office for disciplinary action.  
 
Indebtedness – Class dues that are not paid, fundraising money that is not turned in, damaged or lost 
materials that are not paid for, athletic uniforms that are not turned in, and other debts that a student has 
with Chatham High School will cause a student to lose his/her good-standing status.  Students who are 
not in good standing may be excluded from participating in and/or attending extracurricular activities, 
including the Prom. 
 
Insurance Program – All students and athletes are strongly encouraged to participate in the 
school insurance program.  Some athletes—football players and wrestlers—are required to have 
insurance.  This program provides protection for the student in accordance with the terms of the policy 
when en route to and from his/her home and while he/she is at school.   
 
Lockers - At the beginning of the school year, homeroom teachers will give locker assignments to the 
students, and P. E. teachers will assign gym lockers.  Students are required to keep their lockers clean at 
all times.  The school reserves the right to inspect or search lockers at any time.  Students should not 
transfer their belongings to other lockers.  Students are responsible for all books and personal items put 
in lockers.   The school is not responsible for any items lost or stolen from a student's locker.  Under no 
circumstances should a student give his/her locker combination to another student.  Giving out your 
locker combination will result in disciplinary action.  Ninth graders will have to share lockers. 
 
Lost and Damaged Books and Equipment - Students are responsible for books, calculators, and other 
equipment issued to them by the school.  The student will be expected to pay for a lost or damaged 
book, calculator, or other equipment.  The classroom teacher will determine how much a student owes 
for damages to equipment.  Debts not paid will be turned in to the main office as indebtedness. 
 
Lost and Found - Articles found on school grounds should be turned in to the office.  If you find 
something, you must turn it in or it will be considered stealing.  If a student has lost an article or book, 
he/she should check to see if it has been turned in to the office.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Media Center - The Chatham Media Center (Library) is open to students for their use and enjoyment.  
It provides a wide variety of resource materials on all ability levels.  The audiovisual equipment and 
materials are housed in the Media Center for faculty and student use.  The Media Center will be open 
from 8:15 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Guidelines  for using the Media Center include the following : 

1. Under normal circumstances, only two books may be checked out at a time. 
2. A student who needs to use the Media Center must have a library pass signed by a teacher. 
3. Books from the regular collection may be checked out for a two-week period.   
4. Students may only use the Media Center during lunch if they have a note from one of their 

teachers stating that they are working on a project.  
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5. Reference material may be checked out during the day for one period or overnight use. 
6. Anyone who uses the Media Center materials is responsible for repair or replacement costs if the 

materials are damaged or lost. 
7. Students who have excessive fines or long overdue books will be denied the privilege of using 

the Media Center.  
 
Medication Procedure – Parents are expected to give medications at home on a schedule other than 
during school hours if at all possible.  No medication may be taken by a student at school except as 
herein provided.  This procedure will provide safety, consistency, and confidentiality when it is 
necessary that a medication be taken during school hours.  The general guidelines for all medications 
are as follows: 

1. All prescription and over-the-counter medications are required to be presented to the school 
office in the original container labeled with the student’s name, date, and name of medication. 

2. Medication should be brought to school by a parent or guardian. 
3. Parent/guardian permission is required for any medication taken by a student. 
4. All medications should be kept in the nurse’s office. 
5. If there is any discrepancy, whatsoever, between the label on the bottle, the parent’s/guardian’s 

instructions, or the doctor’s order (if indicated), the student will not be allowed to take the 
medication. 

6. Exceptions to these procedures may be necessary depending on individual circumstances.  
Certain medications (i.e. inhalers) that need to be kept with the student for emergency use can be 
done so with special arrangements made between the parent and principal. 

7. Immediately after each individual dose of medication is taken by a student, documentation is to 
be made on the Medication Log (SHS-2) or similar format. 

8. In the absence of a school nurse, the principal or designee will be responsible for assigning 
personnel to assist students taking medication and for periodic monitoring of the Medication 
Procedure. 

9. When the parent/guardian has completed Section B of SHS-1, medication is in a properly labeled 
container, and a physician has completed Section A of SHS-1 (if indicated), the student may take 
the prescribed dose of medication.  Medicine must be taken in the presence of a designated adult. 

10. Medication not picked up at the close of the school year will be destroyed one month past school 
closing.  Reminder by letter or telephone call to parent/guardian for medication(s) to be picked 
up will be made at the close of the school year. 

The guidelines for chronic medications are as follows: 
1. Chronic medications are those that are taken by a student throughout the school year.  Examples 

in this category are medications prescribed for:  asthma, ADD/ADHD, seizures, ulcers, 
migraines, diabetes, and emergency situations. 

2. Sections A and B of the Medication Permission Form (SHS-1) must be completed. 
3. The medication must be in the original prescription container. 
4. The Medication Permission Form (SHS-1) must be updated at the beginning of each school 

year or when there is a change of dosage. 
5. Certain medications (i.e. inhalers) may need to be kept with the student for emergency use.  In 

this case, co-signature of the principal with the parent/guardian on the Medication Permission 
Form is required. 

The guidelines for acute medications are as follows: 
1. Acute medications are those that are taken by the student on a short-term basis during the school 

year.  Examples in this category are:  antibiotics, allergy medications, and prescription eye drops. 
2. Section B of the Medication Permission Form (SHS-1) must be completed. 
3. Section A (SHS-1) must also be completed if the prescription is to be taken for longer than one 

month. 
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4. The medication to be taken at school should be labeled by the Pharmacist in a separate container 
from that to be taken at home.  (This prevents transporting a medication back and forth daily.) 

The guidelines for over-the-counter medications are as follows: 
1. Over-the-counter medications are those that are purchased over the counter for short-term 

treatment of minor illnesses.  Examples in this category are:  cough syrups, cold remedies, and 
pain relievers.  Any over-the-counter medication must be in the original container and labeled 
with the student’s name.  Non-prescription medication should be appropriate for the student’s 
age and weight, according to package directions. 

2. Section B of the Medication Permission Form (SHS-1) must be completed. 
3. Section A of the Medication Permission Form (SHS-1) must be completed for medication which 

is taken for more than five consecutive school days. 
 
Moment of Silence – Each morning a moment of silence will be held at the beginning of announce-
ments and prior to the beginning of first block.  All students are required to be quiet during this time.  
Also, students are to stand during the Pledge of Allegiance.  Students not following the rules with regard 
to the moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance will be subject to disciplinary action. 
 
Parties - Classroom parties will not be permitted during the regular school day unless the party relates 
to the curriculum or unless the party is part of an incentive program. The approval of the principal is 
required to have a party, and the approval must be granted at least one week in advance. 
 
Prom – All juniors and seniors who are in good standing at Chatham High School may attend the prom 
if they purchase a ticket.  The administration determines who is in good standing.  Students who have 
excessive disciplinary infractions—including poor attendance—will not be allowed to attend the prom.  
Students who have not paid all class dues, and/or students who have other indebtedness will not be 
allowed to attend the prom.  Underclassmen may only attend the prom if they are in good standing and if 
they are the guest of a junior or senior in good standing.  For more information, see page 28. 
 
Restrooms – Students should use the restroom before school and during the six-minute class change, if 
at all possible.  Permission to go to the restroom during class time will be limited; each teacher has the 
right to establish his/her own policy regarding the number of times a student may use the restroom 
during a six-weeks or semester grading period.  Students should only be in the restroom when using the 
facilities.  Students must go to the nearest restroom.  The restroom is not a place to congregate and/or 
socialize.  Students who use the restroom for socialization purposes may be subject to disciplinary 
action. 
 
Room Entries - Students are to get permission from a teacher or an administrator before entering any 
rooms, halls, or closets, including those in the gym unless they have a scheduled activity or class in that 
location.  Teachers should not give students their keys to run errands. 
 
Senior Lunch –Seniors will be allowed to leave the classroom two minutes early to attend lunch each 
day if their teacher approves.  Seniors may not break in line during lunch for any reason.  Seniors who 
fill out the application and are approved by the principal will be allowed to drive to local restaurants on 
Fridays for lunch.  Students who report back to school late will lose this privilege.  This privilege might 
also be taken away for excessive absences or for other disciplinary infractions. 
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Student of the Week – Each week a different group of teachers will select one student each for Student 
of the Week recognition.  Students are selected based on academic performance, citizenship, behavior, 
attitude, attendance, etc. 
 
Telephones and Messages - In order to preserve uninterrupted instructional time, we are requesting that 
parents call only in an emergency.  Students are not allowed to use the telephones in the office, guidance 
office, or gym during school hours except in emergency situations as determined by the administration.  
Calls made on the pay phone located in the main lobby must be limited to two minutes.  If a student is 
tardy because he/she was using the phone, the tardy will be unexcused.  Students who fail to abide by 
these rules may lose their phone privileges altogether.   
 
Trespassing - Only authorized personnel and students of Chatham High School will be permitted on 
school grounds between 7:50 a.m. and 3:15 p.m.  All other visitors must obtain authorization at the main 
office upon entering school grounds.  Between 2:30 p.m. and 3:05 p.m., only parents or legal guardians 
will be allowed to enter school grounds to pick up students.  Due to safety and traffic concerns, other 
visitors—including former students--are asked to wait until after 3:15 p.m. before entering school 
grounds.  People in violation of this policy will be charged with trespassing. 
 
Visitors - All guests and visitors must report to the main office to sign in and receive a visitor's pass. 
Only parents and/or guardians will be allowed to visit during school hours. Unauthorized individuals 
may be prosecuted for trespassing.  Each student should explain these regulations to his/her family and 
friends.  Students are not allowed to go to the cars of visitors for the purpose of socializing at any time 
during the school day.  Students are never to bring small children or visitors with them to school.  
Former students who wish to visit their teachers must do so after 3:15 p.m. 
 
Webpage – The Chatham High School webpage is located at www.pcs.k12.va.us  Click on “School 
Pages” then click on “Chatham High School”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACADEMICS 
 
Honor Code - Students at Chatham High School are expected to abide by the honor code.  Any of the 
following acts will be considered honor code violations: 

1.  Turning in or copying another student's work or homework as your own or allowing someone to 
copy your work; 

2.  Using "crib sheets," notes or the like; 
3.  Helping someone during a test or quiz;                   
4.  Giving or receiving information from another student who has already taken the test or quiz; or 
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5.  Plagiarizing 
 

First Violation - Zero on work, referred to office, parent contact 
Second Violation - Zero on work, referred to office, parent contact, 1-day suspension 
Third Violation – Zero on work, referred to office, parent conference, 3-day suspension 
NOTE:  Subsequent offenses will result in a minimum of a 5-day suspension for each offense. 

 
Class Preparation and Materials - For students to be successful at Chatham High School, it is 
expected that they come to class with the appropriate materials and be ready to work.  A student who 
does not come to class prepared may have his grade affected, and he may face appropriate disciplinary 
actions, including but not limited to being sent to the Behavioral Management Center (BMC). 
 
Homework - As part of your academic progress, your teachers will assign you homework so that you 
can be successful.  Homework is an expansion and enrichment of the material taught to you in the 
classroom and will help you in preparing for tests.  Homework will also be checked and will affect your 
grade. Homework that is assigned to you will do the following:  

1.  Promote research;     
2.  Follow-up work previously introduced; and/or 
3.  Enhance your knowledge of the subject area.  

 
Honor Roll  - A student must have a grade point average of at least 3.2 and a grade of satisfactory on 
conduct to be included on the honor roll.  
 
Principal's List - It is considered academic excellence for a student to be named to the Principal's List.  
A student can earn this honor at the end of each six weeks and at the end of each semester if he/she has a 
grade point average of 3.5 or higher, has no grade less than a B and has satisfactory on conduct. 
  
Withdrawals - Students withdrawing from school should secure a withdrawal slip from the guidance 
office.  All books must be returned to subject teachers and any indebtedness settled.  The withdrawal 
slip must be signed by the teachers in each class before a student is dismissed. 
 
Parental Conferences - If you need to have a conference with an administrator relative to your child, 
please call the school for an appointment.  This is necessary in order to confirm the availability of the 
administrator and to minimize the amount of time you have to wait.  
 To arrange a conference with a teacher, it is necessary that you call the school in advance of your 
arrival.  Teachers will be available during their planning period and after school until 3:30 p.m. 
 
 
Field Trips - Field trips should be of an instructional nature, and, as such, should be an extension of 
what is being done/taught in the classroom; also, field trips are a privilege, and if excessive absences or 
tardies occur, or a student is not in good standing, the student will be denied the opportunity to take a 
field trip. 
 
Grading System  - The grading system is based on a 100-point scale.  The scale is as follows: 
 

94-100    A   70-77    D 
86- 93    B    0-69       F 
78- 85    C    
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Semester exams will count 1/4 of the semester grade.  Report cards will be issued every six weeks. 
 
Dropping a Class – Students may not drop a class after 10 class periods under any circumstances 
without receiving a failing grade.  Students may only drop a class prior to the 10-day deadline with the 
consent of the principal.  The only classes that a student might be allowed to drop are those with an end-
of-course (SOL) test.  Even in those cases, a student will not be allowed to drop the class if the teacher 
feels that the student has the potential to do the required work. 
 
Mid-Term Progress Reports –Teachers are required to issue progress reports to students who have a 
“D” or “F” at the mid-point of the six-weeks grading period.  Parents may request updated grades for 
their child at other times. 
 
MARKING PERIOD LAST DAY OF 

MARKING PERIOD 
DISTRIBUTION OF 
PROGRESS REPORTS 

DISTRIBUTION OF 
REPORT CARDS 

1 Friday, 10-03-08 Monday, 09-15-08 Monday, 10-13-08 
2 Friday, 11-14-08 Monday, 10-27-08 Monday, 11-24-08 
3 Thursday, 1-15-09 Monday, 12-15-08 Monday, 1-26-09 
4 Friday, 3-6-09 Tuesday, 2-17-09 Monday, 3-16-09 
5 Friday, 4-24-09 Monday, 3-30-09 Monday, 5-4-09 
6 Friday, 6-5-09 Monday, 5-18-09 ----------------------------- 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ATHLETICS 
 
Sports Offered - Chatham High School, a member of the Virginia High School League, Region B, and 
the Dogwood District, offers a number of athletic programs for both girls and boys with teams in the 
following varsity sports: 
  

Girls:     Boys: 
Basketball    Baseball 
Cheerleading    Basketball 
Cross Country    Cross Country 
Golf (Coed)    Football 
Soccer (Coed)    Golf (Coed) 
Softball     Soccer (Coed) 
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Track     Track 
Volleyball    Wrestling 

 
Chatham High School also offers the following junior varsity sports:  

  
 Girls       Boys 
 Basketball    Baseball 
 Cheerleading    Basketball 
 Softball     Football 
 Volleyball      
 

Eighth graders may participate in junior varsity sports only. 
 

Any student is eligible to be selected as a member of a team if he/she meets the following standard 
requirements at Chatham High School. 
1. Must meet all Virginia High School League requirements for eligibility, including: 

a. Must pass five credit courses per semester, or the equivalent thereof.  This means that the 
student must pass three out of four classes on the block schedule during a semester to be 
eligible to participate in athletics the following semester. 

b. Must be a bona fide student in good standing of the school he/she represents. 
c. Must have been regularly enrolled in the school which he/she represents not later than the 

fifteenth school day of the semester. 
d. Must not have reached the age of 19 on or before the first day of August of the school 

year in which he/she wishes to compete. 
e. Must not have been enrolled in the last four years of high school for a period of more than 

eight semesters, beginning with the semester he/she was first enrolled in the ninth grade. 
f. Must have submitted to the principal prior to his/her participation in any sport an Athletic 

Participation/Parental Consent/Physical Examination Form. 
2. Must supply the school with proof of insurance for football and wrestling.  Other athletes are 

strongly encouraged to purchase some form of insurance for athletics. 
 
 
 
Cheerleaders - The purpose of the cheerleading team is to promote good sportsmanship, to develop 
school spirit and loyalty to the teams and school, and to promote cooperation within the school. 

The selection of the Varsity Cheerleading Team is based on overall ability to cheer, appearance, 
sportsmanship, personality, school spirit, reliability and character.  Team members must be in good 
standing with the school and meet Virginia High School League regulations.  Cheerleaders are subject to 
dismissal from the squad for any violation of school or cheerleading regulations. 
 
Conduct of Athletes and Cheerleaders - Athletes and Cheerleaders should exemplify the highest 
standard of conduct befitting a lady or gentleman.  Players ejected from a contest are responsible to the 
coach of that particular sport, the athletic director and/or the principal for disciplinary action.  Remarks, 
gestures, and other outbursts that may result in a technical foul or an official warning are considered 
unsportsmanlike conduct and are frowned upon by the athletic department and the school 
administration.  These actions might also result in disciplinary action being taken by the administration 
in addition to the punishment handed out by the coaching staff.  An athlete must be reminded that 
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his/her actions are being observed by many people, and this type of conduct reflects negatively upon the 
student, the team, Chatham High School, and the community. 
     Any student suspended twice during the same sports season will be dismissed from the team.  
Coaches have the right to make rules that are stricter than those listed in the next section entitled, 
“Philosophy of the Athletic Department”; however, coaches’ rules may not be less strict than those 
listed. 
 
Philosophy of the Athletic Department at CHS - It is the purpose of the Chatham High School 
Athletic Department to not only strive for excellence and success on the field of play but excellence of 
character as well.  In addition to representing themselves, team members also represent the school, the 
community, and the other players.  Therefore, it is expected that they conduct themselves in a proper 
manner at all times.  Playing sports at CHS is a privilege, not a right.  This privilege can be taken away 
for conduct unfitting to the athletic program.  The team’s goals and expectations are more important 
than the desires of any individual athlete.  Athletes must follow the rules and expectations listed below: 
 

1. Athletes must meet eligibility requirements as spelled out by the Virginia High School League 
(i.e. pass five subjects, or, in our case since we are on the block schedule, pass three out of 
four subjects).  During their sports season, athletes will show all interim reports and/or report 
cards to their head coach.  Remember, you are a student first and an athlete second.  

2. When an athlete is selected for a team at Chatham High School, he makes a commitment to be 
at every practice, game, or team meeting, if at all possible.  In the event of a personal illness or 
a death in the family, it is understandable that the athlete may have to miss one or more team 
events; however, he should personally make contact with his coach to inform the coach about 
the situation necessitating the absence.  Each head coach has the right to make up his own 
policy regarding the penalty for unexcused absences. 

3. If a team member is suspended from school, he will not be allowed to participate in practices 
or games for the duration of the suspension.  For example, if an athlete, on Monday, is 
suspended from school for the following day—Tuesday—he would not be allowed to 
participate in any way in athletics on Monday or Tuesday, but he could, at the coach’s 
discretion, participate again on the Wednesday of that same week.  If an athlete is suspended 
twice during the same sports season for whatever reasons, he will be dismissed from the team 
for the remainder of the season. 

 
4. Athletes serving Community Service and/or Athletes sent to the Behavior Management Center 

are not subject to any mandatory disciplinary actions by the administration; however, each 
head coach has the right to discipline those athletes as he/she sees fit. 

5. There will be no use of or possession of illegal drugs or alcohol either during the school day 
or after school hours.  The penalty for either offense will be dismissal from the team and 
prohibition from participating in sports for the period of one calendar year.  Other county 
policies concerning drug or alcohol possession/use will also apply.  The Virginia High School 
League policy for steroid possession or use is that an athlete will lose eligibility for a period of 
two years. 

6. There will be no use of tobacco in any form either during the school day or after school hours.  
The penalty for breaking this rule will be a mandatory two-game suspension for the first 
offense and dismissal from the team for the second offense.  Other county policies concerning 
tobacco possession/use will also apply. 

7. Athletes are expected to be good citizens and behave in a sportsmanlike manner at all times. 
8. Athletes should maintain a neat appearance.  There will be a dress code for game days, 

including away games.  Pants should be worn above the hips, and shirts should be tucked 
inside the pants. 
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9. The athlete will be responsible for total replacement costs for purposely damaging or defacing 
school property—home or away—or for damaged uniforms or other issued equipment.  
Additional disciplinary action may be taken as deemed necessary. 

10. The athlete should not take or use any item that is not his/her own personal possession without 
permission from the owner.  Stealing is grounds for immediate dismissal from the team. 

11. Athletes who are arrested will be suspended from the team pending the outcome of the judicial 
process. 

12. On the day of a practice or the night of a game, athletes should be prompt at the time and 
location designated by the head coach. 

13. Athletes should not do anything that will embarrass themselves or the team. 
14. Athletes should treat all teammates, managers, coaches, opponents, and officials with respect. 
15. On the day after a game, athletes must not be late for school. 
16. Athletes must be present at least one-half day to participate in athletics that day. 
17. If an athlete quits a team or is dismissed from a team, then he may not participate in pre-

season workouts for the next season. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKING IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL 
 
     Students who arrive at school after 8:25 a.m. must report to the attendance clerk’s office to “check 
in.” Students who leave school for any reason must report to the pupil accounting office and “check 
out.” You may not sign out until you are ready to leave.  After checking out, a student should leave the 
school grounds immediately.  Failure to sign-in or sign-out may result in disciplinary action.  
 
 The procedure for leaving school early is as follows: 

1. Bring a note from home signed by a parent or guardian requesting permission to leave school 
at a specific time.  Turn the note in to the pupil accounting office upon arrival at school.   

2. Notes for early dismissal will be verified by the pupil accounting office or an administrator. 
3. A parent or guardian must call the school between 7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. to verify the note. 
4. After the note has been verified, the student’s name will be placed on the daily bulletin. 
5. A parent or guardian will always be allowed to pick up their child at school, upon request to 

the principal.  However, the absence may be unexcused based on the attendance policy. 
 

 Notes for leaving school early must contain the following: 
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1. Reason for leaving.  Please note that “Needed at Home” and “Family Emergency” are 
not excused reasons for leaving school or for being absent from school.  Therefore, 
parents are asked to be as descriptive as possible when listing the reason for the absence 
and/or early dismissal. 

2. Time of dismissal. 
3. Person with whom student will leave. 
4. Telephone number where the parent may be reached during the school day. 
 

 Before leaving school, the student must come to the pupil accounting office and request to sign out.  
Students who become ill and need to go home must come to the pupil accounting office. The attendance 
clerk will contact a parent or guardian. All absences from a class due to early dismissal or late arrival 
will be excused or unexcused based upon the attendance policy.  Absolutely no student will be allowed 
to leave school unless a parent or guardian is contacted.  Students who miss classroom instruction on an 
excessive basis due to checking in or checking out might be required to have a doctor’s note.  Students 
may only check in and/or check out a total of five times for reason of illness with a parent’s note.  
After the fifth time checking in late or checking out early due to illness, a doctor’s note will be 
required for each subsequent time that a student checks in late or checks out early due to illness.  
The doctor’s note must be presented at the time the student checks in late, or, in the situation 
where a student checks out early, the note must be turned in to the attendance clerk immediately 
the next date that the student is in school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 
     When a student is absent from class or school, the student will normally be excused when the reason 
for the absence is consistent with the guidelines listed below.  If the number of absences becomes 
excessive, the principal may require further proof or verification of the reason before excusing the 
absence. 
 If the reason for an absence does not fall within the guidelines, the absence will generally be 
unexcused.  Absences that might be an exception to these guidelines must be approved in advance.  
When a student is absent due to suspension, the absence will be unexcused. 
 Upon returning to school following an absence, a student must have his/her absence verified and 
cleared on the day of his/her return.  If for some reason this is not done, the student will have until the 
next school day to have his/her absence verified.  Absences not cleared in this time frame will remain 
unexcused. 
 Reasons that will normally be excused, except when excessive: 
  1.     Illness (Parent must initiate contact with school administration each day of an absence.  

Parent notes will be accepted for seven days of illness.  A doctor’s note will be required 
after seven days of absence for illness.  As far as illness is concerned, more than seven 
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absences is considered excessive.  Under most circumstances, illnesses will only be 
approved for the student and not other family members.) 

2. Quarantine 
3. Death in family 
4. Medical appointments (Must be confirmed with a note from a doctor.) 
5. Court proceedings (Statement from court required.) 
6. Religious Observances 
7. Educational opportunities (Must be approved in advance with a Pre-Arranged Absence 

Form.) 
 

ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS GOVERNING MIDDLE SCHOOLS AND HIGH SCHOOLS 
 
 Students who have unexcused absences at the middle school and high school levels will not be given 
an opportunity to make up the work missed.  This includes tests, labs, and any work done in class on the 
day of the absence.  Work done outside of the classroom (i.e. homework) will be accepted. 
 When an absence is judged to be unexcused, the student and/or a parent may request an appeal 
before the school attendance committee.  This request for an appeal must be made in writing and must 
be received before the end of the school day following notification of an unexcused absence.  If the 
appeal is successful, the absence will be excused and make-up work will be allowed.  Make-up work 
will not be given prior to the decision of the attendance committee.  Note:  The appeal process does 
not apply to suspensions. 
 The school attendance committee will be composed of three persons from the administration and the 
guidance department.  This committee will meet within two school days of the appeal and render an 
immediate decision.  The decision of the committee will be final.   
 Application of this policy to students with disabilities shall be consistent with federal and state law 
and regulations as well as School Board policy regarding students with disabilities.  
 
 
After-School Activities and Absences - A student who is absent from school for more than half of the 
school day shall not participate in or attend any school-sponsored activity that day.   
 
Tardy Policy – Students have six minutes between classes; also, there is a warning bell with two 
minutes remaining before the tardy bell.  For these two reasons, there is no excuse for a student to be 
tardy. 

When a student is tardy to class, he/she must report to the assistant principal’s office and receive a 
tardy pass. The student then must report directly to class and present the pass to his/her teacher.  A 
student will not be allowed to enter class without a tardy pass. 
       The pass will indicate whether the tardy is excused or unexcused.  On rare occasion--a student with 
a first-time locker problem, for example--an excused tardy pass may be issued.  In most cases, however, 
the tardy will be unexcused.  
       Students also have six minutes to get to lunch.  Students who are late to lunch will be tardy just as if 
they had been late to class. 
       All late arrivals to school that are unexcused will count as an unexcused tardy to class. 
       A cumulative record of tardies for all classes during each semester will be kept.  Students 
accumulating tardies will be disciplined according to the following guidelines: 
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1. Third Tardy – The student’s parents or guardian will receive a letter informing them that future 
tardies will result in after-school detention (ASD), in-school suspension (ISS) or suspension 
from school. 

2. Fourth Tardy – The student will be assigned to one hour in ASD. 
3. Fifth Tardy – The student will be assigned to one day in ISS. 
4. Sixth Tardy – The student will be assigned to two days in ISS. 
5. Seventh – The student will be assigned to three days in ISS. 
Tardies beyond the seventh tardy will result in students being suspended from school. 

       Each student’s tardies will be reset to zero to begin the second semester.  Students refusing to serve 
ASD will be assigned to ISS or suspended from school.  Students will be given a 24-hour notice before 
serving ASD in order to arrange for transportation. 

 
Make-up Work Policy - It is important for every student who has an excused absence from school to 
make up his/her work.  For a student to be able to make up his/her work, he/she needs to receive an 
excused absence from school.  The student’s first-block teacher will determine if the absence is excused 
or unexcused using the Attendance Policy listed in this handbook.   After receiving an absence slip from 
his/her first-block teacher, the student must get the absentee slip signed by his/her teachers.  Any student 
receiving an unexcused absence will not be allowed to make up his/her work and will receive zeros for 
those dates.  The teacher has the right to request that a student make-up his/her work before or 
after school only and not during instructional time.  It is the student’s responsibility to request and 
obtain make-up work from each of his/her teachers. 

The length of an excused absence will determine the amount of time the student is allowed for 
making up his/her work.  For example, if the student is absent for one day, and the work was assigned 
the day prior to his/her absence, it will be due upon his/her return.  If the work was assigned the day of 
his/her absence, it would be due the day after his/her return.  If the student was absent two days, he/she 
would be allowed two days to turn in his/her work.  If a student has been assigned a special project or 
paper, it is preferred that the project or paper be sent to school on the due date; it is important to note 
that these assignments must be turned in immediately upon return to school if the student knew about 
the assignment prior to his/her absence(s). 

On occasions where a student has been absent for three or more consecutive days due to 
hospitalization or other extenuating circumstances, the student will see an administrator to set up 
guidelines for making up his/her work. 
The following guidelines will apply to providing assignments for students absent due to illness:   

A. Students are strongly encouraged to get assignments for short-term absences from their peers. 
B. The school will not collect assignments for a student if he/she is absent for only one day. 
C. When assignments are being requested, please follow these guidelines: 

1. If requests to the guidance office are not submitted by 8:30 a.m. of the day needed, 
assignments may not be available the same day. A parent who submits a late request 
is advised to call and ask about availability of assignments before coming to pick 
them up.  In general, 24 hours are needed to get work together. 

2. Assignments may not be picked up before 3:20 p.m. 
3. Students are requested to return assignment sheets with the completed work. 

 
Pre-Arranged Absences – There are times when a parent/guardian wishes to take his/her child out of 
town, requiring the student to miss one or more days.  In such a case, the parent should, in the form of a 
written note, request that a pre-arranged absence be granted by the school principal.  Pre-arranged 
absences are for trips that are of educational value. Requests for a pre-arranged absence will be 
denied if the student has excessive absences during the school year.  Students may take a maximum of 
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five pre-arranged absence days during the entire school year.  Out-of-town trips that are not arranged in 
advance will be unexcused since the Attendance Policy does not include a provision for such family 
outings.  After the request for a pre-arranged absence is granted, the student will receive a form to take 
to each of his/her teachers on which his/her assignments for the time missed will be listed.  The student 
must turn in the work on or before the deadline determined by the administration.  All work not 
completed and turned in by the previously agreed upon date will become zeros. 
 
Illness During the School Day - If a student becomes ill during school hours, he/she must report to the 
regular classroom teacher to get permission to report to the office.  The parent or guardian will be called 
to provide transportation home.  Under no circumstances should a student leave school grounds without 
permission from the office.  Also, a student who feels sick may not remain in the bathroom without 
permission; in such a situation, the student should either report to the office or have someone else 
inform the office of his/her whereabouts.  Failure to do so will be considered skipping class.  A student 
should not report to the nurse’s office without the knowledge of the teacher except in the case of an 
extreme emergency. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT CONDUCT 
 
 

STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 
     The development, implementation and enforcement of the Pittsylvania County Schools’ Student 
Conduct Policy are intended to ensure that all students have fair access to an education.  To that end, 
this policy sets forth those standards of behavior believed to be appropriate in the learning environment 
and informs all students, their parents and the larger community of the consequences for violations of 
this policy.  The Pittsylvania County Schools, directed and supported by School Board authority, intends 
that all students have the opportunity to be educated in a safe, secure environment that is conducive to 
learning. 
 
     It is the School Board’s legal responsibility to provide fair access to an education for every child, and 
it is their responsibility to seek to ensure respect for the dignity of each child.  A learning environment 
that encourages the healthy growth and development of each individual must be free from conflict, 
threats of conflict or danger, and undue disruption.  To that end, the PCS code of student conduct seeks 
to direct student behavior based on clearly defined expectations, responsibilities and consequences.  
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NOTE:  The entire Pittsylvania County Schools’ Policy for Student Conduct (JFC-PC) can be 
found in the Policy Manual located at www.pcs.k12.va.us. 
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DISCIPLINE 
 

It is the philosophy of Chatham High School that students of high school age are 
capable of exercising self-discipline.  Their responsibilities are continually increasing in 
the school, home, and community, and their acceptance of these responsibilities should 
be displayed throughout the school year.  To implement this philosophy, only those rules 
and regulations necessary to ensure an effective instructional program and ensure the 
safety and wellbeing of the students have been adopted.  These rules also apply to student 
conduct when going to and from school, or when attending or engaging in any school-
sponsored activity.  Students who do not exercise acceptable self-discipline or fail to 
adhere to school board policies and school rules will be subject to disciplinary action by 
the administration.  Students who commit disciplinary infractions at or near the end 
of the school year will be subject to disciplinary actions up to and including not 
being allowed to participate in commencement exercises and being suspended to 
begin the following school year. 
 
After-School Detention (ASD)  - After-school detention will be held on Tuesday and 
Thursday of each week from 3:10 p.m. – 4:10 p.m.  A student will be given 24-hour 
notice prior to serving ASD in order to arrange transportation from school.  A student 
assigned to two hours of ASD will serve on consecutive ASD days. 
 The following is a list of rules that students must follow during their assignment 
in ASD.  Failure to abide by these rules will result in further disciplinary action up to and 
including suspension. 

1. Students must bring enough work to last the entire hour.  Reading is allowed. 
2. Students not in their seats promptly at 3:10 will be considered late to ASD. 
3. The attending teacher will determine the seating arrangements.  
4. Students may not talk during the hour. 
5. Students should use the restroom prior to arriving for ASD. 
6. Students may not sleep or waste time in ASD. 
7. No food or drinks will be allowed in ASD. 
8. Students showing disrespect for the ASD teacher will receive additional 

punishment up to and including suspension. 
9. Failure to show up for ASD will result in suspension or assignment to ISS. 

 
Lunch Detention – Students who misbehave in the lunch room may be assigned to lunch 
detention for one or more lunch periods.  Students may also be assigned to lunch 
detention for disciplinary offenses not related to the lunch room.  The following rules 
apply to students assigned to lunch detention:   

1. Students must be in lunch detention (room 15) by the tardy bell. 
2. Students late to lunch detention will be given additional lunch detention days. 
3. Students must sit quietly.  There is absolutely no talking in lunch detention. 
4. Students must sit upright.  Students may not put their heads down or rest their 

heads in their hands. 
5. Students will be walked in complete silence to the lunch room.  The students 

may only talk when ordering their lunch. 
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In-School Suspension (ISS)—In some instances, students might be assigned to ISS by 
an administrator instead of being suspended from school.  Students may be assigned to 
ISS for one or more days.  Students assigned to ISS should report to their first-block 
classes until the announcements have been read.  After announcements, students should 
report to MU-10 with all of their books, paper, pencils, etc.  Failure to bring materials to 
ISS could result in additional days of ISS being assigned.  All school rules apply in ISS.  
Students misbehaving in ISS may receive additional days of ISS or may be suspended.  
Students who are suspended from ISS must complete all remaining ISS days upon 
returning to school from the suspension. 
 Students in ISS must remain perfectly silent and must be working at all times.  
Students in ISS who refuse to work or who do not work up to their capabilities may be 
given additional days of ISS or may be suspended.  If a student misses ISS due to 
absence or illness, he/she must complete all ISS days immediately upon returning to 
school.  Students in ISS will not be allowed to mingle with other students during the 
school day(s) in which he/she is in ISS.  Students in ISS will be given bathroom breaks 
throughout the day—they will be marched silently to and from the restrooms.  Students 
may have a lunch brought to them in ISS—bag lunches only—and will have 13 minutes 
to eat their lunch.  Students in ISS will remain in MU-10 until the end of the day and will 
be dismissed on the appropriate bell. 
 
Out of School Suspensions - Students may be suspended out of school as a disciplinary 
action.  Make-up work will not be allowed for time suspended out of school.  When a 
student is suspended, he/she is suspended from all school functions and is not to be on 
school property at any time unless arranged in advance through the administration.  
Suspended students may not visit any other schools in the county during their suspension.  
Violation of these regulations will be grounds for further disciplinary action.   
 
Behavior Management Center – A teacher may, at his/her discretion, send a student to 
the Behavior Management Center (BMC) instead of sending the student to the office.  A 
student can be sent to the BMC for the following reasons:  being rude or discourteous, 
failing to bring the appropriate materials to class, talking excessively, being defiant or 
insubordinate, disrupting class, putting his/her head down on the desk, being 
disrespectful to a classmate, or bringing food or drink in the classroom.  The fifth time a 
student is sent to the BMC during a semester—trips to the BMC are not counted by class 
but are cumulative—he/she will be sent to the office and will receive an appropriate 
punishment up to suspension for one day.  For each subsequent trip to the BMC, the 
student will be sent to the office for appropriate disciplinary action.  Students who 
misbehave while in the BMC will be suspended.  Students who are sent to BMC must 
report directly to BMC and not go to the office, bathroom, etc. 
 
Articles Prohibited in School - Radios, tape players, electronic devices and games, 
beepers, televisions, CD players, I-Pods, MP3 players, digital cameras, camcorders, 
playing cards, and any other items which may cause a disturbance to the school day are 
not to be brought to school.  These articles will be confiscated and turned in to the 
assistant principal, and disciplinary action may be taken. 
 
 
 
Dress Code - Unacceptable dress includes but is not limited to: halter tops, tube tops, 
low-cut shirts/blouses that are revealing, tank tops, strapless dresses, spaghetti straps, 
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backless dresses or shirts, bare midriffs, T-shirts or any clothing with inappropriate 
slogans, spandex shorts and pants or other tight-fitting clothing, pajamas, bedroom 
slippers, bandannas, hats, sunglasses, jewelry which could be considered dangerous, 
pants worn below the waist (the pockets of the pants must be on the buttocks), mesh 
or see-through clothing, clothing with alcohol advertisements or references to alcohol—
including racing shirts (such as Dale, Jr. shirts that have Bud or Budweiser on them)—
and tobacco advertisements.  Wallet chains and any large chains—including those that 
are worn around the neck—are prohibited.  Bulky jackets and/or long coats (i.e. trench 
coats) should be placed in the locker immediately upon arriving at school.  
Overexposure of the body will not be permitted.   

Shorts, mini-skirts, and short dresses may not be worn unless the length is 
appropriate; they should be no shorter than four inches above the top of the knee. 
Leggings may not be worn without shorts or skirts that meet this length requirement.  
Holes in pants may not be higher than four inches above the top of the knee.  Shorts and 
slacks that are form fitting must be worn with long shirts or blouses.  The administration 
reserves the right to determine what is appropriate. 
First offense:  The parent will be contacted and the student will be sent to the Behavior Management 
Center for the remainder of the day unless the student acquires an appropriate change of clothes.   
Second offense:  The student will immediately be placed in In-School Suspension for the remainder 
of the day.   
Third offense:  The student will receive three days of ISS with the day the infraction is committed 
being the first day in ISS. 
Subsequent offenses:  The student will be suspended out of school for one or more days.  
 
Student Responsibilities and Consequences for Fighting: 
When you realize that a physical altercation is about to take place you should… 

1. Try to handle the situation in a non-violent manner. (Talk it out, work it out, or 
ignore the other person) 

If you are unable to handle the situation on your own…  
1. Go to a teacher and seek assistance. 
2. Schedule an appointment with the guidance counselor. 
3. Go to the administration for assistance. 
4. Go to the nearest adult and ask for assistance. 

If there are no adults present or in the immediate area… 
1. Walk away from the confrontation. 
2. Do not get involved in name-calling or the use of profanity. 
3. Say loud enough for witnesses to hear something like,  “Let’s take the problem to 

a teacher, guidance counselor, or a principal.” 
4. Refuse to listen to others that may try to instigate (encourage) a fight between 

you and other student(s). 
5. If another student hits you and then steps backward to see how you will respond,  

do not retaliate.  Instead, walk away, and go to the nearest adult. 
6. Defend yourself only as a last resort and if you are in imminent, physical danger. 

The consequence for fighting is a 10-day suspension from school.  The consequence for 
instigating  (encouraging) a fight is up to a 10-day suspension from school. 
 
 
Public Affection - Students are expected to refrain from public displays of affection.  
Students who violate this policy will be subject to disciplinary action.  The punishment 
for displaying public affection might include suspension or expulsion from school.  
Public affection includes but is not limited to hugging, kissing, and inappropriate 
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touching.  Hand holding is permitted before and after school, between classes and during 
lunch.  Kissing and inappropriate touching are also prohibited at the prom and other 
school-related extracurricular activities. 
 
Dressing Out for Physical Education – One component of the Physical Education grade 
is dressing out and participating in the planned activity.  Students not dressing out will be 
sent to BMC and will receive the same disciplinary action as those students who come to 
class without the proper materials. 
 
Remaining After School Hours - No student will be allowed to remain in any area of 
the school after school hours without permission from and supervision by a staff member.  
Students are required to be out of the building by 3:10 p.m. unless they are involved in a 
school activity.  Students waiting for a ride or for the bus must wait in the main lobby. 
 
Conduct at Athletic Events – The Virginia High School League requires that good 
sportsmanship be shown at all times in all athletic and extracurricular activities.  Students 
and other spectators are expected to treat the opposing teams, fans, and officials 
cordially.  Fans should not: 

1. Use abusive or profane language. 
2. Throw any objects either at someone or onto the playing surface. 
3. Become involved in a physical confrontation of any type with any person in 

attendance at the contest. 
4. Boo the opponents, referees, etc. 
5. Post or hold up any uncomplimentary signs. 

 Students or other spectators are not allowed on the playing surface.  Failure to abide 
by these regulations could result in forfeiture by the Chatham High School team which is 
playing in the contest.  CHS might also be placed on probation, fined, or dropped from 
the VHSL.  Finally, students who disobey these rules may be asked to leave the contest, 
be disciplined further, or be prohibited from attending any future events at CHS.  All 
school rules apply at sporting events and other extra-curricular events, including all 
school-sponsored events that take place off the Chatham High School campus. 
 
Smoking – It is a violation of State Law for anyone under the age of 18 to possess or use 
tobacco products.  Students at Chatham High School will not be allowed to smoke on 
school grounds.  Students should not have tobacco products in their vehicles while on 
school property.  The following penalties will be enforced: 
1. The first offense for possession or use of tobacco products on school property will be 

a five-day suspension 
2. The second offense will be a 10-day suspension. 
3. The third offense will be a recommendation for a long-term suspension.  
 
 
 
 
Drugs in School – State law requires that any student who is determined to have brought, 
used, or to have in his/her possession a controlled substance, imitation controlled 
substance, or marijuana onto school property, including a school bus, or to any school-
sponsored activity will be expelled, unless determined on a case-by-case basis, by the 
school board that other disciplinary action is appropriate. 
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 Public Law 22.1-289 requires that a student’s disciplinary record be included with 
his/her scholastic record.  Whenever a student transfers to another school, this 
disciplinary record shall be included. 
  
Weapons in School – Federal and state law requires that any student who is determined 
to have brought or to have in his possession a weapon on any school property, including 
a school bus, or to any school-sponsored activity be expelled for at least 180 student days 
unless determined on a case-by-case basis by the school board that other disciplinary 
action is appropriate. 
 Public Law 22.1-289 requires that a student’s disciplinary record be included with 
his/her scholastic record.  Whenever a student transfers to another school, this 
disciplinary record shall be included. 
 
Designated Areas—Students must remain in their designated areas at all times.  For 
example, if a student is at lunch, he/she must remain in the cafeteria; he/she should not be 
outside of the building, in teachers’ classrooms, or in other parts of the building.  
Students not in their assigned areas are subject to disciplinary action up to and including 
suspension from school. 
 
Gang Activity—Students are not to be in possession of any gang-related articles of 
clothing or other gang-related items, including gang-related writings and symbols.  
Bandannas are strictly prohibited at school.  Gang-related activities fall under Level 
Three Misconduct and are punishable by a minimum of a 1-10 day suspension from 
school. 
 
Cell Phone Usage—Students may have cell phones in their possession during the school 
day.  However, the cell phones cannot be seen, used, or heard during the hours of 
school operation until 3:30 p.m. (or 1:30 p.m. on early dismissal days).  This policy 
applies to the entire school campus—both inside and outside—and it also applies to the 
school bus as it travels to and from school on regular school days.  The phone will be 
confiscated in every instance, and a parent must come to the school to pick up the phone.  
Additionally, the student will be given three days of ISS for the first offense, one day of 
suspension for the second offense, and three days of suspension for the third offense.   
 
Threatening Statements—Students must refrain from making any statements that may 
be interpreted as threatening to cause physical harm or death to any student or faculty 
member at Chatham High School.  Threatening statements will be taken seriously and, in 
many cases, will result in expulsion from school.  Parents are strongly encouraged to 
discuss the consequences of making threatening statements while at school or at 
school-sponsored events. 
 
Bullying—Students who bully, harass, spread rumors about, or intimidate other students 
will be disciplined.  The administration at Chatham High School will not tolerate these 
types of behaviors.  Students who repeatedly manifest these types of inappropriate 
behaviors will be recommended for expulsion.  Students who suffer from bullying and 
harassment should let the administration know immediately.  Under no circumstances 
are students allowed to confront other students or take matters into their own 
hands. 
 



 
 29 

Conduct at the Junior-Senior Prom—The prom is a formal dance; therefore, students 
are expected to conduct themselves with elegance and class at the prom to ensure that it 
remains a dignified affair.  Students attending the prom must obey all school rules.   
 

1. Students are not allowed to dance in a tight pack.  Chaperones must be able to 
move freely between dancing couples.  Violation of this rule will result in the 
music being turned off for a period of time or permanently. 

2. Inappropriate dancing and/or public displays of affection will not be allowed.  
Continual violations of this rule will result in the music being turned off for a 
period of time or permanently.  Individual students violating this rule may be 
prohibited from dancing, may be asked to leave the prom, and/or may be 
subject to disciplinary action upon return to school. 

3. Students are not permitted to kiss at the prom.  Individual students violating 
this rule may be prohibited from dancing or asked to leave the prom.  In 
addition, students violating this rule will be given a minimum of three days of 
ISS for a minor infraction and suspension from school for one or more days for 
a major infraction. 

4. Students must dress appropriately at the prom.  Students violating the dress 
restrictions will not be allowed to enter the prom.  Please keep the 
following restrictions in mind when purchasing/renting prom attire: 

a. In accordance with school rules, dresses may be no shorter than four 
inches above the top of the knee. 

b. Prom clothing may not be mesh or see-through. 
c. In accordance with school rules, bare midriffs are not allowed.  

Likewise, dresses should cover the student’s side.  Cross stitching on 
the side is not allowed. 

d. Dresses with the back cut out below the shoulder blades are not 
allowed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRANSPORTATION 
 
School Bus Use - School buses are provided for the convenience of the students.  
Students must abide by state, school board, and school regulations when riding on a 
school bus.  Students who violate school bus rules and regulations will be referred to the 
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assistant principal.  Students are to ride their assigned buses.  If a student wishes 
transportation on a different bus, special permission must be granted by the assistant 
principal. Requests to ride a bus other than the one assigned or to exit the bus at a 
location other than the usual location must be made in writing by a parent/guardian.  The 
note must include a daytime telephone number and must be given to the assistant 
principal immediately upon arriving to school in the morning.  Students who violate 
school bus rules will be subject to disciplinary action by the administration, including but 
not limited to suspension from the school bus or school.  Food, drinks, balloons, and 
glass bottles are prohibited while riding on a school bus.  The bus driver has the right to 
assign seats and to make other rules regarding the safe and orderly use of the school bus.  
The same rules for cell phones on the school campus apply to the school bus (see page 
28). 
 
Students Dropped Off at School – Students who are dropped off in the morning or 
picked up in the afternoon should make sure that those persons driving them to school 
obey the instructions on the sign posted at the entrance of the road which runs in front of 
the school; specifically, only buses are allowed to use this road during the hours of 7:45 
a.m. – 8:30 a.m. and 2:45 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Instead, students should load and unload in 
the parking lots at these times. 
 
Student Automobile Regulations - Each student driving a vehicle to Chatham High 
School must display a Chatham High School Parking Permit.  

Students must secure permission from the administration before they will be 
permitted to park on the school grounds.  Applications may be picked up at school in the 
main office.  Due to limited student parking, only seniors and juniors will be allowed 
to purchase decals.  If the application is approved and school fees have been paid, a 
parking decal will be issued that must be displayed in and properly adhered to the rear 
window.  The cost of each decal will be $30.  The cost to register additional vehicles 
is also $30.   

Students may only park in their assigned parking space.  Parking decals may not be 
transferred from one vehicle to another vehicle.  Any violation of parking regulations will 
make the student subject to loss of the parking decal and/or disciplinary action. 

Students are not permitted in the parking lot or in vehicles, except when arriving at or 
departing from school, without permission from the administration.  Once arriving at 
school, students must immediately exit their vehicles and enter the building.  Any student 
going to the parking lot without permission from the administration will be subject to 
disciplinary action. 

Students who violate the conditions of the parking application will have their parking 
decal confiscated.  Students who are repeatedly suspended, who have driving-related 
offenses, or who have excessive absences/check-outs, etc. are subject to loss of parking 
privileges. 

The school also reserves the right to deny parking on school grounds to individuals 
who have not purchased a decal, who are constantly tardy to school or who fail to 
observe the 10-mile-per-hour speed limit. Vehicles are subject to being searched on 
school grounds if there are reasonable grounds of suspicion for a search. 

The gates on the side of the building will be locked shortly after students are 
dismissed in the afternoon—this is especially true on days of athletic contests.  Students 
are not allowed to park behind the building for any reason.  This includes students who 
have sports practice.  Once again, any violation of this rule or any other parking 
regulations will result in disciplinary action. 
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No student will be issued a parking decal without a valid Virginia Driver’s 
License or without vehicle make, model, and license plate number.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


